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One Church:  

Encountering Jesus, Equipping Disciples, Living Mercy 

 Archdiocese of Omaha 

From Father Starman 
As I write this, the expression "time flies when you're having 

fun" comes to mind. We must be having a lot of fun, because it 

seems like just a few days ago that we were getting ready for 

the Memorial  Day weekend celebrations and now in a few days 

we will be celebrating Labor Day. We've started our 118th 

academic year, the fall sports season is gearing up, and all the 

other parish, school, and community activities that are a part 

of our lives. In the busyness of the coming months let's pray 

that we always remember to take a little time each day to "rest 

with the Lord in prayer." It can be challenging at times since 

the demands of the secular world and work and family can 

sometimes be made to be more important than those precious 

moments that we spend with Jesus. 

 

Earlier this week, I spent 2 days, with Archbishop Lucas and the 

other members of the Priests Council on a "working retreat" (I 

was recently elected Dean of the Rural Northwest Deanery) 

laying out our calendar for the next year. Much of our work will 

center around helping pastors and parishes implement the 

archdiocesan "Vision" that was announced last October: One 

Church, encountering Jesus, equipping Disciples, living Mercy. 

 

One component of fulfilling the vision is for us as Catholics to 

reflect each day in what ways either recently or in our past we 

have had that "personal encounter with Jesus"...and then step 

out of our comfort zone and share the story of the encounter 

with someone who hasn't heard it before. For some in our 

parishes, those who have attended a TEC or CEC weekend for 

example, it's perhaps a little easier some days to share the 

encounter, but it should become over time a natural part of our 

gatherings and conversations with family, friends, and even 

strangers. It is in our individual stories of the encounter that 

others are (can be) drawn more deeply into their own 

encounter experience of the Lord. For many of us the 

encounter happens every day, but we don't take the time to 

process, and enjoy the experience. My hope is that in the 

coming months with our various councils and committees, we 

can spend a little time at the beginning of our meetings sharing 

where and how we encountered the Lord recently in our lives. 
 

In the coming weeks you will be hearing about our need to 

replace the roof on the St. Mary's High School building. We are 

looking at a couple of options for a "hip roof" but are awaiting 

the final designs and estimated costs related to the project. We 

know that it will be over $250,000.00, by eliminating the "flat 

roof" on the building we believe we can go many more years 

between roof repairs and replacement than we have in the 

past. Stay tuned. 

 

We will also be kicking of the Archbishop's Annual Appeal early 

in September. Our goal is attainable, and I hope that we can 

reach the goals set for our parishes long before we did last 

year. More information will be coming after Labor Day. 

Have a great Labor Day Holiday weekend! Ad Multos Annos!  



St. Patrick’s Finance Committee Update  
7/26/17 Minutes Summary 
 Playground has been delayed to summer 2018 & 

includes both a building & dreaming committee. 
Currently have about $35,000 saved for this project, 
and 4 grant applications have been submitted. 
Planning events/fundraisers for the project for the 
upcoming school year – raising awareness, 
excitement as well as money for the equipment. 
Several ideas were presented as possibilities. Dr. 
Winkelbauer asked why “magazine sales” weren’t 
on the list.  

 Assuror’s Life claims are still being tracked down. 
Jennifer & Randy split them up to contact.  

 St. Patrick’s received: $70,500 from a parishioner 
this past week. $50,000 for the St. Patrick’s 
Endowment &  $20,500 unrestricted. 

 Foundation reports were reviewed, as well as Fiscal 
Year end Reports & other. It was requested that 
there be a simplified Endowment Report at each 
meeting. 

 Roof on St. Mary’s High School is in need of 
immediate replacement.  Preliminary estimate is 
$200,000.  After estimates are in, we have to 
receive approval for the project from the 
Archdiocese. 

 Discussion about the upcoming Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Planning meeting that will be held at the 
O’Neill KC Hall on Tuesday, September 19th. This 
meeting  is for the planning teams from each parish 
in the Rural Northwest Deanery, who then then go 
back to their parishes and conduct similar meetings, 
and then report back to the Deanery Planning Team 
which will be formed after the September Meeting.  

 Members are asked to respond to the  Key Indicators 
for a Vibrant Parish as honestly as possible.  

Members: Fr. Bernard Starman, Ron Mejstrik, Brenda 
Podany, Gary Pistulka, Sue Pongratz, Bryan Corkle.  

Stewardship Thoughts from Jennifer 

Your time is a gift.”  The average person living in the 

United States spends 28,882 days on this earth. When 

we meet the Lord on the last day of our life here, we 

will be asked what we did this time. Did we recognize 

the gifts God has given us & use them to his glory?  Did 

we use them to draw others to Him & build His 

kingdom here on earth? Or did we take what we have 

for granted and use it for personal gain, simply waste 

it, or bury it?  

Msgr. Thomas McGread, from the Catholic Diocese of 

Wichita, Kansas, is a pioneer in stewardship in the 

Catholic church.  His insight into our need to live as 

disciples of Christ is inspiring & gives so much food for 

thought.   

Msgr. McGread believes that time is an element of life 

that is too often dismissed. We should focus on the 

time we have here on earth as the gift that it is.  “At 

the final judgement, we will be asked what we did 

with out time. God won’t be just looking for those who 

did the most magnificent & outstanding things. He will 

want to know how well we served Him by serving 

others, by taking care of people’s needs.”  

Examine your lives in relation to the time that you give 

to God. We know that we cannot live without God, 

that our very breath comes from Him.  And yet, how 

much time do we give God each & every day of our 

lives? How much time do you give to serving others, 

even your own family—your spouse, your children? 

If you intentionally focus on who & what you give your 

time to, it will help you to recognize just what is most 

important in your life. Stop—like right now, LITERALLY 

STOP — and consider how you have spent your time in 

the last week, or even day. How much time was spent 

with your family? With your job? With church? With 

your phone or electronics? (Ouch–that one hurts!) When 

you look at what & who you are giving your time to, 

you may find that you are giving far too much time to 

things that you would not say are a priority in your life, 

or are things that you value. Take this as an 

opportunity to re-evaluate & re-prioritize.  Consider 

what really is most important in your life.  Use that 

gift of time for those things, for those people, for our 

God.   

Blessings,  

Jennifer Wallwey, Director of Development 

St. Patrick’s Parish Council 
There is no current update for the Parish Council at this 

time. 

Correction from August Newsletter 
In our August newsletter, we published the Fiscal Year 
End financial report.  Even with proofreading, I 
managed to miss a major error on the bottom line: 
St. Mary’s Year End   -$613,560.13 
St. Patrick’s Year End   +$635,877.54  
Final Year end deficit  -$22,317.41 
 

I believe that anyone with basic math skills can see that 
I flipped the numbers.  And it should be this:  
St. Mary’s Year End   -$613,560.13 
St. Patrick’s Year End   +$635,877.54  
Final Year end    +$22,317.41 
 

I apologize for any confusion!   

Jennifer Wallwey, Director of Development 

 

Keep your calendar open for the 
annual Parish Auction on Sunday, 
Nov. 5th.  While it seems early, if 
you have any new or gently used high

-quality items you would like to donate, they can be 
brought to the Parish Center anytime.  



Newsletter Sponsors  
We thank Donna Cole for sponsoring the 

cost of this month’s newsletter!  Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated! Would 

you (or your business) be willing to sponsor the cost of 

a monthly newsletter? It costs us approximately $175 

to send out this monthly newsletter, and we would 

greatly appreciate sponsors to off-set these expenses. 

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  J e n n i f e r  a t 

jennifermwallwey@gmail.com or call 402-336-1602. 

Thank you!   

School Board Update 5/17/17 Minutes Summary 

 A new roof is needed on the high school building. They are currently patching the worst seams. 

 Recent activities held include: 

 Passion Play was put on by the 5th & 6th graders during Holy Week. 

 Kindergarten Round-Up/Buddy Day was April 18.  We estimate around 15 students entering Kindergarten. 

 We had 32 art students participate in ESU 8 1st-8th Grade Art Show & 13 art students participate in NVC Art 

Show for junior high & high school. Grant Winkelbauer placed 2nd in drawing category at the ESU 8 show. 

 Prom was held on April 22nd, with theme “High Tides & Good Vibes.”  Congratulations to the prom court, 

Prince & Princess, River Kramer & Brianna Hedstrom, and Queen & King, Hailey Eiler & Jake Crumly.  

 Appreciation & thank yous were lifted up for our 2 amazing administrative professionals, Judy Crumly & 

Brenda Hupp, and for all of the teachers at St. Mary’s. 

 Booster Club hosted the St. Mary’s Activities Banquet on Friday, May 6th.  Scholar Athlete Award winners 

were Taylor Coleman, Logan Connot, Jacob Crumly, Josh Cuddy, Hailey Eiler, Breanna Hedstrom, Kendra 

Kozisek, and Zac Wiese.  Scholar Activities Award winners were Jacob Crumly, Josh Cuddy, Hailey Eiler, & 

Kendra Kozisek.  Athletes of the year were Taylor Coleman & Will Atkeson. 

 Elementary Spring Program was Monday, May 15th.  

 Thirteen students graduated on May 14th, with Zac Wiese named Valedictorian & Josh Cuddy named 

Salutatorian.   

 Summer office hours will be grade school from 8 am to 12 pm through June 9, and high school 8 am to 12 pm 

through June 23rd.    

 A new math curriculum was purchased for 5th/6th graders. 

 Handbook changes were approved.  They included: 

 Dual credit & college courses were designated to one period per semester. 

 Senior trip needs to include service project & mass if over a weekend, and should be held outside of Holy 

Week. 

 Late Start/Early Out eligibility. 

 Fundraising needs to fill out a red form in High School office, and work towards a fundraising calendar. 

 Activity trips have the same as athletic eligibility requirements.  

 Class Rank for graduation will be 3.5 GPA Cum Laude, 3.75 GPA Magna Cum Laude, 4.0 Suma Cum Laude. 

National Honor Society requirement was raised to 3.5 GPA.  Meritus Honor Roll (2.5 gpa) was removed. 

 Guest parking to exclude one space sold at Parish Auction. 

 National Honor Society requirement raised to 3.5 GPA.   

 School Board discussed volleyball spandex shorts.  Father is mandating a ban on spandex, and the school will 

provide volleyball shorts. 

 Teacher updates included Stephanie Trimble resigning from music position (may be filled by Ms. Westerhaus from 

O’Neill High School), a Spanish teacher is being looked for with distance learning a second option, Theology may be 

covered in house, and Mrs. Winkelbauer will now be full time science teacher.  

 Students were surveyed about prom options with public school.  The students would like to have prom dinner, 

grand march, and coronation at St. Mary’s, with the rest at public school.  

St. Mary’s School Board: Cody Havranek, Fr. Bernard Starman, Shad Thompson, Cameron Everitt, Ranell Otte, Julie 

Barlow, Ann Crumly, Ann Krotter, Nancy Berg. 

Spiritual Retreat  with Fr. Knecht 
 

Need a spiritual shot in the arm? Fr. Knecht will co-

lead a retreat highlighting the stories of three Saints, 

showing how "Saints Come in Clusters". Be motivated 

on your own journey of holiness at this retreat 

sponsored by the Pro Sanctity Movement. Held at the 

St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, NE the weekend 

of September 22-24. Contact Fr. Knecht or the retreat 

center (402-352-8819) for more information and to 

reserve your room.  



 
 

 

 

Monday, September 4 Labor Day 

Parish Office & St. Mary’s School Closed 
 

Wednesday, September 6 

7 pm Religious Education Begins  

7 pm FIAT Youth Group Meets 
 

Monday, September 11 & 12 

Altar Society Rummage Sale at KC Hall 
 

Sunday, September 20 

7 pm Youth Mentor Information Meeting 
 

Wednesday, September 27 

7 pm Confirmation Practice 

I am sure many of you have 

seen our wish list over the last 

months, and I want to say 

THANK YOU to many generous 

donors, because as of the first part of August—all the 

current wishes were fulfilled!   What a wonderful gift & we 

are so grateful for your generosity! There are always a few 

more items of need, especially beginning a new school year, 

so here is the most updated “wish list.”  Let us know if you 

can help! 
 

 

Mrs. Wettlaufer (Grade School Advance Reading) money/

gift cards for AR prizes 
 

Mrs. Schneider (Library)  New Hardcover Books for the 

Library ($200) 

Mrs. Schneider (Theology) Sophomore Curriculum: 11 

copies of “Jesus Christ: Source of Our Salvation" (11x 26.95 

= 296.45) and 11 copies of "The Church: Our Story" (11 x 

26.95 = 296.45). 

Father Knecht (Theology) Theology of the Body for Teens: 

Middle School Edition  DVD set ($80) 
 

Mrs. Boyle (6th grade) Classroom set of “Wonder” books 

($250), Set of dry erase lapboards with erasers ($40), set of 

dry erase markers for lapboards ($13) 
 

Parish Office (Jennifer) Hot Chocolate/coffee/decaf 

coffee K-Cups, liquid creamer cups, individual sugar/

sweetener packets. Laptop bag for 15.6 inch laptop ($25), 

wireless mouse for laptop ($15) 
 

Please contact the staff person listed for more details. You 

can drop off donations at the Parish Center & we will get 

them where they need to go!  Thank you! 

Our FIAT Youth Group Requires Community Involvement 
As the old saying goes, "it takes a village to raise a child." There are some exciting new developments in the way our 
youth group will be structured. As we continue our search for a youth and young adult minister, we are making some 
adjustments so that our teens are not left by the wayside. The St. Joseph and St. Patrick youth group,  F.I.A.T. (Faith In 
Action Triumphs), will have their first gathering for the fall semester on Wednesday, Sept. 6 at 7pm in the Youth Room 
(basement of the St. Mary Elementary). This an important information & registration night - with a little fun added in! 
 

THE VISION: This year FIAT will have a combination of large group meetings (when all the teens gather together) and 
small group meetings (when groups of 4-6 teens meet at designated homes with adult mentors who facilitate the 
activities). The small groups will create an environment of Trust, Mutual Responsibility, and Accountability to Positive 
Life Changes. The adult leaders will adapt the evenings so that they meet the teens' needs in the areas of: spiritual, 
intellectual, service, and personal formation. 

 

THE NEED: We are in need of adult volunteers of all ages who are willing to be teamed up and mentored themselves so 
they can be equipped to journey with a FIAT small group. The small groups will meet in a mutually agreed upon, 
comfortable location - such as a parent's or mentor's home. The small groups will have a variety of activities such as 
team-building, watching videos about topics relevant to teens through the lens of Church teaching, as well as the 
opportunity for service projects, etc. Please pray for all those involved with this process. Perhaps you don't want to be 
a mentor but are willing to host a small group in your home. If so, call the parish office. 

 

MENTOR INFORMATION NIGHT: On Sunday, Sept. 10, at 7pm, at St. Patrick Parish Hall there will be an information and 
"pre-training" meeting to help mentors to better understand how this new format for FIAT will be implemented as well 
as what it means to be a mentor. Together, we can support our teens in their journey of faith, their personal encounter 
with Jesus  and continuing as disciples of Jesus Christ. It is also an opportunity for mentors to find new encounters with 
the Lord and to strengthen our own faith as well!  
 

Contact Fr. Knecht for more information. 


