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From Father Starman 
Last month we held a special collection for the victims of 

Hurricane Harvey.  Your response to that need was very 

generous.  Since then there have been two more hurricanes, 

Irma and Maria, and two earthquakes in Mexico that have 

devastated parts of the Caribbean and southeastern United 

States.  We again are taking up a second collection on the 

weekend of October 14th and 15th to be used in the affected 

areas to support humanitarian aid, assistance with long-term 

efforts to restore communities after widespread destruction, 

for reconstruction needs of churches destroyed or severely 

damaged in the U.S. and Caribbean. 

   
The Church itself in these regions is both a long-standing 

provider of aid and now is in need of tremendous assistance 

itself.  So many of the Church’s structures have been damaged 

and their resources depleted which makes it even more 

challenging to provide assistance and pastoral outreach to those 

in need.  Please be generous and if you make your donation by 

check, please make the check payable to St. Patrick’s or St. 

Joseph’s and we will forward all funds to Archdiocese Finance 

Office who will forward them to the USCCB for distribution. 

On Sunday, October 1, 43 young adults offered up 

their confession of faith in the power of the Holy 

Spirit through the sacrament of Confirmation.    

Please keep these young men & women in your 

prayers. 

Brooke Benson 

Laura Bucknell 

Kevin Butterfield 

Vera Butterfield 

Wyatt Colman 

Betsy Crumly 

Zachary Crumly 

Kolby Dean 

Logan Dougherty 

Lukas Dougherty 

Julie Emme 

Abigail Everitt 

Codi Fehringer 

Tate Gartner 

Cole Gaughenbaugh 

Lawson Hofer 

Megan Homolka 

Zachery Howard 

Faith Kozisek 

Ansley Kramer 

Jackson Krotter 

Jordan Laetsch 

Claire Morrow 

Thomas Peed 

Taylor Peter 

Jacob Pongratz 

Kaitlyn Pongratz 

Presley Pribil 

Carissa Reiser 

Jesus Romero        

             

Cole Rosenkrans 

Matthew Schneider 

Sybil Scofield 

Grady Semin 

Isaiah Shabram 

Alexa Shald 

Ethan Shoemaker 

Lillian Thompson 

Faith Walton 

Whitney Watson 

Nate Welsh 

Kateri Wichman 

Jacob Wiese

Galindo 



St. Patrick’s Finance Committee Update  
There are no current minutes from the finance 
committee.  

Stewardship Thoughts from Jennifer 
When there is a death in the area, or a serious illness, 
what do people do?  What do WE do?  We call, we stop 
by, we offer prayers & condolences, we send cards.  
We ask “what can we do” & “how can we help?” We 
cook, we pick up kids, we run errands.  We want to 
help— we want to make a difference, if even in a small 
way. This exists within all of us. And when we do these 
things—you feel it, don’t you? That moment of 
realization that you may have just made someone’s life 
a little easier, a little more bearable, even in a very 
small way.  
 

Embracing a “Stewardship Way of Life” will provide us 
with these opportunities not just in the circumstances 
of a tragedy, but every day of our lives.  It gives us 
these opportunities on a regular, ongoing basis — 
opportunities to care for each other in our day to day 
lives.   

Jennifer Wallwey, Director of Development 

Beginnings Development Banquet 
Get tickets for the upcoming banquet, where Pastor John 

Ensor, a leader in the pro-life movement for 25 years, 

shares about the need for a pregnancy center in O’Neill 

to serve men & women facing unplanned pregnancies.  

The banquet will be October 15 at 6 pm, with social hour 

& silent auction beginning at 5 pm, at Community 

Center.  Tickets are $25 a person & can be purchased at 

TriCounty banks, any Boyd County bank, or from 

members of the banquet committee.  Call Keith Willis 

with questions at 340-1946.  

St. Patrick’s Parish Council  
06/21 & 07/19 minutes summary 

 Father Starman is working on the development of 

Stewardship Committee & Buildings & Grounds 

committee.  The Stewardship Committee will work 

with Father Starman & Development Director 

Jennifer Wallwey to create a “culture of 

stewardship” at St. Patrick’s & St. Mary’s. The 

Building & Grounds Committee will work with the 

Pastoral & Finance Councils to develop a 5 year 

plan regarding facility repairs & updates.  With an 

aging campus, it is important that we stay ahead of 

maintenance & repair projects so that we don’t get 

into a situation similar to what happened with the 

old rectory.   

 Council Members reviewed the Statements of 

Viability that will likely be a part of the Pastoral 

Planning Process.   While overall positive, there are 

many areas that we need to work on to strengthen 

our base.  

 Father Starman is considering adding a daily mass or 

two each week, beginning with Tuesdays at 5:15 

pm.   

 Father has invited some members of the parish to 

attend a one day meeting in Norfolk for parish 

leaders, led by Fr. James Mallon the author of 

Divine Renovation.  

 Fr. Pachomius Meade, OSB of Conception Abbey, at 

Fr. Starman’s request, drew 5 examples of crests 

that could be used for our parish.  They were 

reviewed by council.   

Parish Council Members:  Father Starman, Gary 

Pistulka, Ron Mejstrik, Sue Pongratz, Bryan Corkle, 

Brenda Podany 

Priesthood Sunday 
Priesthood Sunday is the last Sunday of October, October 
29. This is a special day set aside to honor the 
priesthood in the United States.  It is a day to reflect 
upon and affirm the role of the priesthood in the life of 
the Church as a central one. 
 

We thank Father Starman & Father Knecht for all they 
do, and responding to God’s call. We appreciate our 
priests and all those who have answered God’s call in 
this way.  We also pray for our seminarians, especially 
Kyle Loecker, as they discern God’s call.  Please keep 
them in your prayers & consider how you can show them 

your appreciation. 

Divine Grace, which always heals that which is infirm 
and supplies that which is lacking has called our beloved 
brothers to sacred ministry. Let us pray that they be 
confirmed and strengthened with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit. Fill them with grace and counsel, that they may 
love you with all their hearts, all their minds, and all 
their strength. Grant them irreproachable conduct, 
steadfast faith, and good works so that they may help 
and guide your people with unselfish motivation. Grant 
them wisdom, let their minds be sober and watchful, so 
that they may be filled with works of healing and words 
of instruction. May they teach your people in meekness 
and serve you in holiness with a undivided mind and a 
willing soul. May they be the light of your only begotten 
Son that the word of your gospel may be spread and 
your name may be glorified in every creature. May they 
serve at your holy altar with pure hearts and good 
consciences. Grant that they may prosper in all your 
commandments and the keeping of your laws, so that 
they may be able to minister joyfully on the day of your 

coming.  

If you’d like to send a note of encouragement to Kyle, 
his address is:   Kenrick Seminary 
   Attn:  Kyle Loecker 
   5200 Glennon Drive 
   St. Louis, MO 63119 



Newsletter Sponsors  
We thank the Knights of Columbus for 

sponsoring the cost of this month’s 

newsletter!  Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated! Would you (or your business) be willing to 

sponsor the cost of a monthly newsletter? It costs us 

approximately $175 to send out this monthly 

newsletter, and we would greatly appreciate sponsors 

to off-set these expenses. Please contact Jennifer at 

jennifermwallwey@gmail.com or call 402-336-1602. 

Thank you!   

School Advisory Board Update  
8/19/17 Minutes Summary 
 Father Starman reported that there is up to $86,000 

in grant money available for families who complete 

the application & qualify.  As children of St. Mary’s 

staff can attend St. Mary’s free as part of their 

employment package, some of the grant money is 

used to makeup for that tuition amount. We will 

continue to offer scholarships to new families as 

incentives to attend St. Mary’s. Discussion was had 

regarding past due balances on tuition amounts.  

  New roof for the high school is estimated at 

$220,000.  As this must be handled immediately, 

money can be used from the most recent capital 

campaign funds, to be paid back as soon as possible.   

 St. Mary’s Home & School will not be helping with the 

back to school potluck. Board members volunteered 

to help. 

 First day of school will be August 17, and school 

pictures will be taken on August 18.  

 The full-time Spanish teacher position has not been 

filled.  O’Neill Public can take Spanish III students, 

and St. Mary’s is considering the Randy Rider’s 

Classroom Spanish DVD program.  

 New teachers & duties include Stephanie Westerhaus, 

1/2 time music teacher, and Erika Winkelbauer will 

teach full-time science.  We are still looking for a 

youth minister.  

 Summer Athletic/Activity Moratorium was addresses.  

A 10-day moratorium was suggested, to be split 

between early & late summer.  Discussion was tabled 

until next meeting. 

 Prom 2018 will have the dance  & post-prom shared 

between St. Mary’s & O’Neill Public, but everything 

else will be separate.  Costs will be split 

proportionately.  

 Mr. Havranek will poll high school girls to see if they 

would like to be able to wear skorts for school.  

Discussion was tabled until next meeting. 

St. Mary’s School Board: Cody Havranek, Fr. Bernard 

Starman, Shad Thompson, Cameron Everitt, Ranell Otte, 

Julie Barlow, Ann Crumly, Ann Krotter, Nancy Berg. 

Did you know that St. Patrick’s held 
its first Parish Auction in the early 
1980s? The very first year was held in 

the gym at St. Mary’s, but it made the move to the 

Sale Barn in O’Neill after that.   

Newly Baptized 
 

         Charles Beckett Hughes 
            Son of Ben Hughes & Jami (Givens) Hughes 

 

Reid David Walnofer 
Son of Ben & Debra Walnofer 

 

Newly Married 
 

Rex & Sheri (Welsh) Schrunk 
07-28-2017 

 

Shelby & RaeAnne (Spike) Dexter 
09-23-2017 

 

In Loving Memory 

Marie Evelyn Kracl 
7/27/1929—8/5/2017 

 

Kurt Michael Cameron 
7/26/1966—9/1/2017       

 

Mary Jareske 
     9/22/1926—9/7/2017 

 

Patricia Marie Donohoe 
3/17/1916—9/10/2017 

 

Holy Day of  
Obligation  

 
Vigil of All Saints Mass 

Tuesday, October 31 
7 pm at St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s 

 

All Saints Mass 
Wednesday, November 1 

7 am, 8:10 am, 7 pm at St. Patrick’s 

Father Flanagan Pilgrimage 
Join the Father Flanagan League on Thursday, Nov. 16th 

for a Day Pilgrimage to historic Boys Town, NE, a tour of 

Down Memorial Chapel, Mass, a visit to Fr. Flanagan's 

grave, tour of Chamber's Chapel, a short message from 

the League President Steve Wolf, followed by tours of Fr. 

Flanagans home and the Hall of History. If we have at 

least 30 people willing to go we will charter a luxury 

motor coach. (Approx. $30 per person). Please call 402-

336-1602 to reserve your space.  



Many thanks to the people who help to keep 
things going at the Parish Center, from 
answering phones to preparing bulletins to 
helping with crafts for shut-ins to helping with 
projects and mailings. A special thanks to St. 

Mary’s junior class for their willing help with my projects at 
the end of September!   

Jennifer Wallwey, Development Director 
 

 
 

 

 
Sunday, October 1 

1 pm Life Chain 
3 pm Confirmation 

 

October 2-3 
Clergy Conference 

 

Thursday, October 12 
7 pm Father Flanagan League—St. P  

 

Friday, October 13 
7:30 pm SM Homecoming Football vs. North Central 

 

Saturday, October 14 
8:00 pm SM Homecoming Dance  

 

Tuesday, October 31 
Vigil of All Saints Mass 

7:00 pm at St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s 
 

Wednesday, November 1 
All Saints Mass at St. Patrick’s 

7:00 am, 8:10 am, 7:00 pm  
 

Sunday, November 5 
Parish Auction 

 Here is the most updated wish 

list for St. Mary’s & St. 

Patrick’s! 
 

 

Mrs. Wettlaufer (Grade School Advance Reading) money/

gift cards for AR prizes 

Mrs. Schneider (Library)  New Hardcover Books for the 

Library ($200) 

Mrs. Boyle (6th grade) Classroom set of “Wonder” books 

($250), Set of dry erase lapboards with erasers ($40), set of 

dry erase markers for lapboards ($13) 

Miss Ginter (HS Math) 5 or more graphing calculators for 

use in Algebra 2 & Statistic classes. Texas Instruments Ti-84 

Graphing calculators (Plus or Silver Edition) (5 x $98 = $490) 

Mrs. Spader (Journalism-Speech-Theatre) Heavy duty, 

industrial strength 3 hole punch ($35), Cricut Explore Air 2 

Machine ($250) 

Jessica Eby Grade-School Volleyball) Rolling Volleyball cart 

for grade school ($135) 

Parish Office (Jennifer) Decaf coffee K-Cups, liquid 

creamer cups, individual sugar/sweetener packets. Laptop 

bag for 15.6 inch laptop ($25), wireless mouse for laptop 

($15) 

 

Please contact the staff person listed for more details. You 

can drop off donations at the Parish Center & we will get 

them where they need to go!  Thank you! 

Sunday, November 5th 
St. Mary’s High School Gym 

Lunch available in the Parish Hall  
beginning at 10:30 am 

Concessions available all day 
 

Auction begins at 12 pm 
Free child care from 12 pm to 6 pm  

The annual Parish Auction planning & preparation are 
well under-way with our 2017 committee!  We have a 
great day planned and we hope you will join us!  In 
addition to great auction items of all kinds, you can 
purchase raffle tickets for a freezer with meat, a new 
car or $15,000, a 55” HD Smart TV, a 2017 128 GB Ipad 
with case, and Husker Suite tickets for the Nov. 24th 

Iowa Hawkeye game.  

We will also have a “Drive for Your School” event 
with Prairie Hills Ford.  For every valid test-drive (a 
few block radius, by drivers over the age of 18)  done 
between 10 am &  6 pm that day, Ford will donate $20 

to St. Mary’s, up to $6000.  What an easy way to support 

St. Mary’s!   
 

Each year, the St. Mary’s Home & School Association 
provides a homemade soup & dessert lunch at the 
auction. If you would like to donate meat or other 
food items to offset their expenses, please contact 
Emily at 340-3292. 


