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St. Patrick’s Parish is a vibrant community of faith that welcomes all people 

to encounter Jesus Christ.  We are committed through prayer and action 

to form disciples to serve God and one another. 

July means I begin another new phase in my life. I say farewell to the 

rural life once again and hello to St. James parish in Omaha as their 

new Associate Pastor. It is a larger parish that shares an elementary 

school with St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish. I am familiar with St. 

James because it was my parish when I first moved to Omaha in 

2005. 
 

I am grateful for my time at St. Patrick, St. Joseph, and St. Mary. I've 

learned a lot and have benefited greatly during my first two years as a 

priest because I was in this rural area. Thank you to my students who 

allowed themselves to be stretched in order to gain a better 

understanding of God, and for stretching me. Thank you to everyone 

who invited me to meals, family gatherings and special events; and to 

those who gave their amazing produce and meats to us in the rectory. 

I've never had better meat than what I've had here! I do hope everyone 

is just as generous with others who are also far away from family. 

May God continue to bless the communities of St. Patrick, St. Joseph, 

and St. Mary through your personal participation in His will.  
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Cheleigh Sholes is the new Business Manager 

at St. Patrick’s Parish Office. 

Kayla Burdick is the new Communications 

Coordinator at St. Patrick’s Parish Office.  

Stephanie Nemec has been hired as our Coordinator of 

Evangelization & Catechesis, and will begin full time on August 19. 

Sarah Hartmann will teach full time elementary resource at St. 

Mary’s.  

Traci Berg & Bridget Schneider will be co- teaching 2nd grade at 

St. Mary’s. 

Karen Tschida will be teaching grade school & junior high music at 

St. Mary’s, and high school vocal music at O’Neill High School. 

Mary Schwarz joins us as a Kindergarten Paraprofessional at St. 

Mary’s.  

We are almost there!  With your generosity and 

outstretched hands, we have collected over $112,000 

in donations to help pay for the new roof on St. 

Mary’s High School.  And MORE good news: rather 

than the anticipated $175,000, we came in far under 

budget at $140,000!  If you have not given yet, please consider how 

you would be able to help. You may drop money off with Jennifer at 

the Parish Office, call her at 336-1602 with questions, or even give 

online through stmarysoneill.org by following the “Give Online” link 

on the homepage.  



 

 

The mission of St. Patrick’s: St. Patrick’s Catholic Church of O’Neill is a diverse community of faith that welcomes 

all people to continually encounter Christ, know Christ, and proclaim Christ, through prayer, word and action. 

 

The parish mission statement implies that we will welcome ALL people to join us in faith to worship the Lord. To 

accomplish this we joyfully celebrate the Eucharist and other Sacraments. We proclaim the Word during the 

Eucharist, in our 5 day pre-K to 12th grade school, and in our religious education and youth ministry programs. We 

participate in works of charity to assist those in need on the parish level and through the O’Neill Ministerial 

Association, as well as through the Archdiocese. We celebrate community through many social functions throughout 

the year intended to bring us together as one. 

 

The life of a parish is multi-faceted. However, the life of the parish must be Christo-centric. Simply stated, the reality 

and core of the parish finds its center in the person of Jesus Christ. Amid the cultural and ethnic diversity of our 

parishioners, everything from the Liturgy of the Eucharist and the celebrations of the other Sacraments to parish social 

activities must radiate out of the person of Jesus Christ who unites us as one in the Spirit. 

 

To encourage our unity in Christ, we urge all who attend our parish and schools to officially register in the parish. 

Doing so instills a sense of belonging, developing a connection with our “spiritual home” and allows us to get to know 

you better.  It is here that we celebrate our faith in Jesus Christ and celebrate our lives with one another.  

 

We are neither a small nor a large parish, though for an out state parish outside of the Omaha Metro area, we lean 

toward the large size for the county’s population. Our parish census shows that St. Patrick’s has 1401 registered 

parishioners which translates to about 681 families or households. This number is somewhat deceptive since many of 

our young people have never registered in the parish; they simply assume that they are members since they were under 

their parents’ registration growing up. Our census also sometimes varies because of the mobility of society today.  Our 

average weekend Mass attendance is about 800 individuals between the three weekend Masses offered. 

 

We distribute 434 boxes of envelopes each year, and on average about 264 households or families make regular 

contributions to the parish through Sunday giving either by using their Sunday envelopes, through online giving, or 

through ACH transfers from their bank accounts. 

 

In terms of the other Sacraments, we conducted 33 Baptisms, 24 First Communions, 51 Confirmations, 6 Professions 

of Faith, 12 Marriages, and 23 Funerals between July 1 of 2017 and June 30, 2018. The Sacrifice of the Mass on 

weekdays and weekends was celebrated more than 570 times during the same fiscal year. 

 

We obviously need to attend to the spiritual needs of our parish, as well as our fiduciary responsibilities. The Parish 

Pastoral Council attends to the spiritual aspects of parish life, and the Parish Finance Council oversees our finances, 

initiates parish fundraising, etc. The Buildings and Grounds Committee (Maintenance Committee) has recently 

identified several needs on our parish properties. They include repairs to the church (tuckpointing, roof, interior paint 

and carpeting, completion of the window restoration, etc.) as well as extensive concrete replacement throughout the 

property. Also included is replacement of windows and doors in the Parish Center, which was begun this summer. All 

of these items will require substantial funding which we do not have at the present time.  

 

Financial support is essential to the survival of St. Patrick’s and St. Mary’s and for  the continuation of the many good 

works that we are involved in. We are grateful to all those who contribute to our Sunday Giving program regularly, 

and to those who remember the parish and school and/or our foundations in their estate planning. Without your 

generosity, we could not continue to build on the legacy that we experience today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Income, 7/1/17 to 6/30/18  

   

St. Mary’s Tuition & Fees  $370,832.88 

Memorials            $1,630.00  

Miscellaneous Income               $93,713.25  

School Income   $160,177.96  

Investment Income(from foundation) $166,804.66  

            Total St. Mary’s Income:    $793,158.75 

2017 School Revenue

Tuition & Fees Memorials

Misc. Income School Income

Investment Income (from foundation)



 

 

 

  St. Mary’s Expenses 7/1/17-6/30/18 

 Administrative Services & Supplies     $245,484.54 

 Lay Personnel costs              $1,201,776.60 

 School Expenses      $180,974.24 

 Total St. Mary’s Expenses:              $1,628,235.38 

 

  St. Mary’s Year End Deficit  (-$793,158.75) 

 

 

 

 St. Patrick’s Income 7/1/17-6/30/18     

 Religious Ed & Youth Income    $13,420.30   

 Parish Contributions               $945,453.24   

 Other Operating Income           $11,500.00   

 Miscellaneous Income              $179,049.26   

 Investment Income (from foundation) $116,735.68         

                        Total St. Patrick’s Income:  $1,266,158.48    

 
 

 

 St. Patrick’s Expenses 7/1/17-6/30/18 

 Youth Ministry & Religious Ed   $93,991.99 

 Activity & Entertainment    $20,728.32 

 Administrative Services & Supplies   $267,988.27 

 Lay Personnel      $88,811.37 

 Religious Personnel     $65,213.60 

   Total St. Patrick’s Expenses: $536,733.55 
 

  St. Patrick’s Year End  $729,424.93 

 

St. Patrick’s Year end        $729,424.93 

St. Mary’s Year End                            $-793,158.75 

          Final Year End Deficit   -$63,733.82 
  

We are very fortunate to have two growing endowments that have allowed us to meet our budgetary needs the last 

several years, as well as the Mona Shelton and Madeline Ullum Scholarship endowments which help us provide 

tuition grants to our families in need. As of June 30, 2017, the St. Patrick’s Foundation has $2,351,307 and the St. 

Mary’s Foundation has $4,483,012.  It is important to remember that this is not really ‘accessible’ money; each year 

we take a total of 6% of the interest to help support our regular expenses. The Scholarship Endowments are at 

$1,012,143. According to the terms of the families who have donated them, we are to take the interest each year so 

that only the original amount remains.   
 

However, as expenses continue to trend upward, we will need to take a serious look at our Sunday Giving and 

increase it to meet the day to day operations costs. Both the parish and the school strive to run as economically as 

possible, and we operate with bare bones staff that does an amazing job of keeping us slowly moving forward. We 

have added a part-time Director of Communications, Mrs. Kayla Burdick, to our Parish Staff in recent weeks. It is my 

hope that this position can become full time in about a year. Kayla’s role is Administrative Assistant to the Pastor. 

She will also coordinate our social media and web presence, work with our parish database, and take over the 

publication of our weekly bulletin and monthly parish newsletter.  This will thus free Jennifer Wallwey, our Director 

of Stewardship and Development, to actually focus more on the work she was hired to do.  

              Continued on next page 

Year End Deficits are made up from other designated 

donations such as unrestricted memorials and special gifts.  

2017 School Expenses

Administrative Services & Supplies Lay Personnel Costs School Expenses

2017 Parish Revenue

Youth Ministry & Religious Ed Parish Contributions

Other Operating Income Misc. Income

Investment Income (from foundation)

2017 Church Expenses

Activity & Entertainment Administrative Services & Supplies

Lay Personnel Costs Religious Personnel Costs

Youth Ministry & Religious Ed



 

 

There is no current update  at this time.  

 

 

August 9, 6:30 pm  

Safe Environment Training—SMH 
 

August 14, 7 pm  

Vigil Mass of Assumption  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

    at St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s 
 

August 15 

7 am Assumption Mass at St. Patrick’s 

12:10 pm Assumption Mass at St. Patrick’s 
 

August 16 

1st Day of School  
 

August 18 

5 pm Mass at St. Patrick’s  

6 pm Grace & Gratitude Picnic  
 

August 25-31  

Scholastic Book Fair in the Parish Hall 

(All are welcome) 

 

     Newly Baptized 

 

 

      Ximena Ramirez-Aldaz 

Daughter of Jose Refugio Ramirez-Martinez 

& Ivette Aldaz Armendariz 
 

Liv Marie Chohon 

Daughter of Eric & Leah (Reiman) Chohon 

       Newly Married 

      Ryan & Emily (Everitt) Kleire 

           July 7, 2018 
 

Calvin & Ashley (Harrison) Willats 

                July 14, 2018 

(Annual report continued) We have also hired Miss Stephanie Nemec as our Coordinator of Evangelization and 

Catechesis. We’ve merged the youth ministry and Director of Religious Education positions into one and hope to 

bring a more cohesive effort to our ministries. There will be more about all of our new hires in the near future.  
 

We have had several of our very generous weekly contributors move from our community or pass to their eternal 

reward in the last 3 years which affects our bottom line. We know that we have many individuals and young families 

who attend St. Patrick’s but have never taken the time to become registered parishioners or regular givers. We try to 

“capture” them when they are preparing for marriage or baptism, but that amounts to a handful each year. If you have 

adult children who have graduated from high school, moved away and moved back, and now attend St. Patrick’s, 

please ask them if they’ve registered in the parish. If not, please send them our way!  

 

Our Sunday (weekend) Mass attendance seems to have remained steady over the past three years if not grown a bit. 

We currently have “head count Sundays” a couple of times a year.  However, we will soon begin doing head counts at 

every weekend Mass, so that we have solid data of how we are doing as we enter into the Archdiocesan Pastoral 

Planning process in the coming months. 

 

The Dollar Bill collection that was introduced shortly after my arrival here 3 years ago continues to help with 

unplanned or unbudgeted expenses. For example, we’ve replaced the main entrance doors on the church and parish 

center, installed security cameras in the church and parish center, and have begun replacing the windows in the parish 

center offices as well. 
 

Moving forward, as with any parish with aging buildings on the campus, we will need to be nearly constantly “fixing” 

something. Deferred maintenance, as we have learned in recent history, is a bad thing, as it usually means we have to 

tear a building down and start over. As St. Patrick’s looks ahead to its 150th anniversary in about nine years, it would 

be good to start planning for a renovation/restoration of both the interior and exterior of the church. We will soon need 

a new roof on the church, and much of the building is in need of tuck pointing. The remaining windows should be 

restored, and the basement casement windows replaced. The curb and sidewalks on three sides of the campus are in 

need of extensive repair or replacement, as well as the driveway and parking area northwest of the church. We heard 

at the parish “Listening Sessions” held in June and July that we need to explore the possibility adding a narthex with a 

cry room, and unisex bathrooms in the near future. Also both of our school busses are in need of replacement “Old 

Yellow” has become unreliable and Red is showing it’s age. There is much work to be done, but together, I am 

confident that we can accomplish the tasks.  
 

Ad Multos Annos!   

Father Bernard Starman, Pastor  



 

 

Oh, this playground.  It’s hard to know where to begin to say thank you for 

something so enormous that has filled your time and efforts on so many occasions.  

For something that is vital to our children & families, for something that has been 

waited on for many years.  But I am going to give it a try — THANK YOU to those 

who gave money, whether that is a $10,000 check or  a $5 bill you gave to the 

students out raising money for the walkathon.  THANK YOU to the businesses and foundations that gave money to 

make this dream a reality. THANK YOU to the students & families who went out & asked for the donations...even 

those students who knew they wouldn’t see the benefits because they were moving up to the high school.  THANK 

YOU to the parents who first dreamed this playground up, recognizing the need and getting the ball rolling “way 

back when.”  THANK YOU to the teachers & St. Mary’s staff who patiently waited year after year and put up with 

the “yes, it really will happen” conversation we had time and again, collected the money & kept things organized, 

and particularly to Mr. Havranek & Mr. Baumgart who literally took a pie in the face. THANK YOU to my “dream” 

committee Kelly Johnson, Lisa Mlnarik, Ranell Otte, & Kate Popkes, who sat in on meetings and looked at so many 

options and said “let’s try this” and “did you think about that” and “what about this,”  and then just went with the 

flow when we had to ax one idea and start again.  THANK YOU to Father Starman & Mr. Havranek who entrusted 

our committee to make the decisions and keep the process moving forward, sometimes with or without filling you in. 

THANK YOU to the parents who played on a dodgeball team & took on students with a “vengeance” so we could 

raise just a little more money & awareness for this project. THANK YOU to those who brought food & drinks for 

events like taco bars or playground builds, and helped to serve & clean up and all the other little things it takes to 

make things happen. THANK YOU to those who took things down, cleaned things out, put things up, loaded things 

up, unloaded things, moved things in, or literally built the playground, even in the rain.  THANK YOU to those who 

have worked on the playground for their gifts in-kind back to us of their time, supplies, tools, etc. And lastly 

THANK YOU to my building committee who made the calls & the contacts and hammered out all the details, 

especially Jim Gokie & Ron Mejstrik, who had no idea what they were saying yes to when I asked them to help.  (To 

be fair, I didn’t know either!)  For the many hours of conversation and planning and researching, and even sleepless 

nights, and the many hours of working and clearing and changing plans and re-doing things and knowing that 

sometimes you just had to let me do it the way I was determined to do it—you were the hands behind this project 

100%.  I am so grateful, and it fills my heart to see our end result.  I just cannot wait to see the kids on that 

playground in just a few more weeks!    

Blessings,  

Jennifer Wallwey, Development Director 

         With all the blessings St. Patrick's and St. Mary's has seen over the past few years, including the 

          restored church windows, a new Rectory, a new roof on the high school, and a new playground, it 

          is time to celebrate our successes as a community and to thank God and all those who have made 

          these things happen!  
 

  On Saturday, August 18, there will be a celebration for O'Neill & the surrounding area, St. Patrick's 

  and St. Joseph's parishes, and our schools, both St. Mary's and O'Neill Public. The evening will begin 

  with Mass at St. Patrick's at 5:00 pm, followed by a blessing of the playground, a rectory open-house, 

  and a potluck picnic in the front yard of St. Mary's Grade School.  
 

All families are asked to bring a main dish & either side dish or salad to share. Drinks, tableware, and desserts will be 

provided. We are hoping to block off Benton Street to make this feel like a true "block party." Kids will get to test out 

the new playground, play carnival type games, and even enjoy a bounce house! The rectory will be open for you to 

tour. Our new parish & school faculty and staff will be here to meet and greet, and they are looking forward to getting 

to know you!  



 

 

5/30/2018 meeting summary 

• Development Report was distributed and reviewed. 

• Seeing the Present, Building the Future campaign has received 93.5% of goal, with $112,211 left 

outstanding.   

• $15,500 is the amount given in scholarships for St. Mary’s students for 2018-2019. 

• St. Patrick’s is anticipating a $1.75 million gift from the Betty Chmiel estate. This would likely be the largest gift 

ever given to St. Patrick’s and would nearly double the St. Patrick’s foundation. 

• Father Starman has appointed Jennie Schneider & Paula Atkeson to vice-presidents of St. Mary’s Schools. 

• Budget Report Profit & Loss was reviewed. Income looks good and we should meet the budgeted amount for 

Sunday giving. 

• New Budget for 2018-2019 year was reviewed and approved as presented. 

• Father Starman would like to look into a monument being put in place for the Order of the Franciscan Sisters who 

were part of St. Mary’s/St. Patrick’s for several years. 

• St. Patrick’s has received $42,500 of the needed $175,000 in donations towards the roof at this time. 

Finance Committee: Father Starman, MJ Kersenbrock, Randy Hupp, Frosty Peetz, Carol Sibbel, Ryan Berg,  Rebecca 

Gaughenbaugh, Jennifer Wallwey, Cheleigh Sholes. 

4/11/2018 Minutes Summary 

• Mulligan Stew Feed has been short-handed.  Father Starman 

suggested that Steubenville students help with the feed and 

use the funds for their trip. 

• 23 Kindergarteners are expected this year.  

• Staff Updates were discussed. Resource this year will be a 

full-time position, also covering reading and math. Sarah 

Hartmann will fill this role. Traci Berg and Bridget 

Schneider will teach 2nd grade and Karen Tschida will be 

teaching music at St. Mary’s and O’Neill Public. 

• Cody handed out a written copy of the Principal’s Report. 

• 2018-2019 School Calendar was approved, and School 

Handbook changes were discussed:  

• Students will be required to help with the Parish 

Auction 

• GS and HS girls will be allowed to wear appropriate 

skorts to school 

• The Cell Phone/Electronic Device Policy will now 

include computers and Chrome Books 

• Student eligibility requirements will be checked at 

weeks 3, 5, and 7 of the quarter. 

• There will be 7 co-op activities with O’Neill Public this year: 

boys/girls golf, boys/girls cross country, softball, and junior 

high & senior high band.  

Members present: Ranell Otte, Nancy Berg, Cameron Everitt, 

Julie Barlow, Shad Thompson, Ann Krotter. Also present: Father 

Starman, Cody Havranek 

Would you (or your business) be willing to sponsor the cost of a monthly newsletter? It costs us approximately $175 

to send out this newsletter, and we appreciate sponsors to off-set these expenses. Please contact Kayla at 

kmburdick@archomaha.org or call 402-336-1602 if you’d like to help out! Thank you!   

If you follow St. Patrick’s on Facebook 
facebook.com/stpatricksoneill/ and/or on  
Twitter twitter.com/StPatsOneill, you can 
stay up-to-date on upcoming events and 
news!  

We are wrapping up the end of our “Seeing the 

Present, Building the Future” campaign!  The 

pledges made originally to this campaign in late 

2014 totaled $1,842,259.  At this time we have 

received 95.8% of that total, $1,765,423. From 

previous giving, I anticipate we will get about 

$15,000 more in payments, which means we 

will be at 96.6% of pledged amount!  Average 

church campaigns receive around 85% of the 

pledged amount,  so we are WELL above 

average!  Thank you to those who have given 

and continue to give so faithfully, to those who 

have given beyond their pledged amounts, and 

to those who continue to pay off their pledges.  

We are so very blessed!   

Jennifer Wallwey, Development Director  



 

 



 

 


