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A Word from Father Starman 
Dear Friends, 

 

As I write this, the heat index is beginning to climb and the 
forecast says for the next few days we will be at 100 degrees 
maybe warmer. Since I personally would rather deal with the 
heat than the cold, I’ll try not to complain too much! 

 

Fr. Knecht and I would like to thank those who have shared 
fruits and vegetables from their gardens and groves with us at 
the rectory. The fresh produce is much appreciated, and we 
are eating a little healthier during these summer months. Feel 
free to continue to share. 

 

By the time this newsletter gets to your mailbox, the new 
bleachers will have been installed and be operational in the St. 
Mary’s High School Gym. The old bleachers had served us well 
since 1965 but were no longer repairable, and they fell outside 
of the NSAA Safety guidelines for our athletes and our fans. 
Thank you to the St. Mary’s Cardinal Booster Club for leading 
the fundraising charge and contributing the initial down 
payment to make this project happen, and to all of our school 
alumni, benefactors and friends who have contributed to this 
vital upgrade. The new bleachers should serve us well for many 
years to come.                 

 

The summer days are waning, and it won’t be long until the 
hallways and classrooms of our school again filled with all the 
activities of learning. The custodial staff have been working 
hard all summer to get ready for our 117th Academic Year. If 
you see Jim or Susan, be sure to thank them for all their hard 
work. A number of the teachers have been back working in 
their class rooms as well. It’s great to be a part of such a 
dedicated community of faith! 

 

We continue to chip away at the various projects that are a 
part of the “Seeing the Present, Building the Future 
Campaign.” Thanks to all who continue to fulfill you pledges! 

 

Ad Multos Annos! 

Fr. Bernard Starman, Pastor/President 
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July Meetings 

The Parish Council, Finance committee, and school board did 

not meet in the month of July so there are no updates this 

month.  

Newsletter Sponsors  
Would you (or your business) be willing to sponsor the cost of a 

monthly newsletter?  It costs us approximately $175 to send out 

this monthly newsletter, and we would greatly appreciate 

sponsors to off-set these expenses.  Please contact Jennifer at 

402-336-1602 or jennifermwallwey@gmail.com. Thank you! 



Meet Father Knecht 
Fr. Marcus Knecht has been the Associate Pastor for St. Patrick and St. Joseph since July 1st, but what do we really know 
about him? This month we send our Imaginary Interviewer to him to get the scoop: 
 

Imaginary Interviewer: Tell us about where you are from. 
Fr. Knecht: I grew up going to public school in Forest City, IA. The town is about the same size as O'Neill. I lived with 
my mom and step-dad in a smaller town 4 miles north of there called Leland, which is about the size of Chambers. 
Forest City is home to Winnebago Industries—the only place in the world that makes the Winnebago and Itasca RV. 

 

II: Do you have any siblings?  
Fr: Yes. I have an older sister. My mom remarried when I was about five and had three more children (two girls and 
the youngest is a boy.) So, with my older sister and the three younger half-siblings, that's 2.5 siblings total, right? 

 

II: Um, no. Besides being goofy, what were you like as a younger lad in school? 
Fr: I was involved in a lot of different things throughout the years, so now I have multiple interests and enjoy trying 
new things. It is adventurous to me. In high school I was in set crew, speech club, and FCTV (I was a cameraman for 
many school events that aired over our local station and I did the play-by-play announcing for middle school sports 
and some high school sports that were not covered by the radio station, where I also worked). I helped build two 
Rube Goldberg machines and two electric cars. I was also a leader in my youth group and loved going on retreats and 
conferences. 

 

II: What about sports? 
Fr: I am a Cubs fan, but rarely get to watch them. My dad took me to Wrigley Field for a game on my 16 th birthday, 
which happened to be “Ryne Sandberg Day” - my favorite player! That was my first major league game of anything. I 
wrestled in 8th grade, played baseball in 9th, but mostly just like to play leisure games (badminton, washers, bowling) 
and unique board/card games. I also enjoy volleyball. I haven’t fished in years, but hope to try again. 

 

II: Are those your hobbies, or do you enjoy anything else? 
Fr: Besides the above mentioned activities, I also like to read. Dean Koontz is my favorite author. Before entering 
seminary I learned swing and ballroom dances. Those are a lot of fun, but I am out of practice. I also like to travel, as 
long as I'm not in charge. 

 

II: Which has been some of your favorite places you have visited? 
Fr: Tanzania is my favorite. During my sophomore year in college I spent a month there meeting a Masai tribe, going 
on safari, and climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro! In my senior year I spent a month in South Africa and Namibia going on safari 
and learning about the horrendous Apartheid. I had great experiences there but nothing compares to Tanzania. I also 
loved attending World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney, Australia. I attended WYD again in 2011 at Madrid, Spain – not as 
impressive, but our group first spent a week in Rome and I was pleasantly surprised by how much I like it. I've been to 
the Holy Land twice. Between Jerusalem and the region around the Sea of Galilee, I liked my time at the latter much 
more. 

 

II: If you grew up in, and went to college in, Iowa, how did you become a priest for the Omaha Archdiocese?  
Fr: After college I got a job doing technical support in Omaha. I loved that job and thought that pesky vocation 
question was finally answered. But, eventually, I became unsettled with my life. As much as I enjoyed my work, 
social life and dating, I didn't feel fulfilled. After about five years in Omaha, I finally got the courage to enter 
seminary. By then, Omaha felt like home and I knew I had SO MUCH support for making the difficult transition. 

 

II: What was seminary like?  
Fr: It was difficult. My world was turned upside down taking philosophy classes. Actually, it was turned right-side up! 
I liked being back in an academic setting – the close community, vital discussions, and great food! The students and 
families I met during my time at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis helped me to see how fulfilling a Catholic 
Culture is when it's lived out in patience and love. I love the Catholic faith. It is full of reason and beauty. It's not 
always easy to live it, but I've experienced what it's like when it is lived out – and it's awesome! 

 

II: So, you never left the seminary – nor did they kick you out – you actually graduated. Can you tell us what it's like being 
a priest? Especially out here in rural Nebraska?  

Fr: I love being back in a small town. There is a lot that I have yet to experience as it has only been two months since 
receiving Holy Orders, . But so far there is still a strong parallel between the work I used to do and what I get to do 
now. I get to work with people who come to me with concerns and problems and I get to walk them through finding 
solutions. What is so fulfilling about the help I do as a priest, is that the solution is God, not me or my smarts. I love 
being God's instrument of healing for others, especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. I was ordained during this 
Year of Mercy, and I want to bring God's Mercy to everyone. 

 

II: Thank you for your time. Any final remarks? 
Fr: I look forward to getting to know the people of St. Patrick and St. Joseph. But I have a terrible memory. I am 
horrible with names, but I want to get to know you, so please quiz me all the time! On the positive side, if you come 
to me for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, now you know I have a horrible memory! Also, please pray for me and my 
students. I will be teaching theology to the 9th and 11th graders at St. Mary's. Please know that you are in my prayers. 

 

In the interest of full disclosure, Jennifer would like you to know that she did NOT participate in said interview above, 

but this all happened with Father Knecht talking to himself. So apparently he is also creative!  ☺ 



An Everyday Steward is “Accountable”                 Jennifer Wallwey, Development Director 
Taken from a book & blog entitled “Everyday Stewardship” by Tracy Earl Welliver. 

I read an article in Esquire magazine about graciousness. The article began, “Graciousness looks easy, but of 

course it is not. Do not mistake mere manners for graciousness. Manners are rules. Helpful, yes. But graciousness 

reflects a state of being; it emanates from your inventory of self.” I think that any mature disciple of Jesus Christ 

should reflect a high level of graciousness in their life. It lends evidence to the joy of the Lord that resides in their 

heart and the grace that fills their being. 

Being gracious is a characteristic of an Everyday Steward. Even in the ordinary circumstances of the day, good 

stewards display a giving demeanor that makes others take notice. When graciousness really makes a difference is 

when it is displayed instead of anger, resentment, or ridicule. No story explains this more powerfully than the 

parable of the lost or prodigal son. 

In Jesus’ parable, the father has every reason to share with his son his hurt and dissatisfaction upon his returning 

home after he wasted his inheritance and disgraced his family. Instead, his gracious response is overwhelming, so 

much so that the other son who has remained faithful becomes disgruntled. A gracious steward gives without 

asking why or care for the cost. And with grace comes mercy, not human justice. With true justice, we would all 

suffer. But with mercy, comes love and the chance to begin again. 

By developing graciousness in our lives, we become instruments of grace for the world around us. We provide 

glimpses of heaven and the love of the Father for his sons and daughters. And the feasts we prepare for those here 

on earth, give them a taste of the heavenly banquet that awaits when we finally come home. Quote from “How to 

be Gracious and Why.” Esquire. May 2013. 

Development Updates 
 

Summer is definitely winding down as I see the 
calendar begin to fill back up with “Back to School” 
plans & preparation!  July kept me on my toes as we 
have been re-creating our websites & I feel like they 
are much more in line with each other AND what we 
do!  I look forward to putting them out there ‘live’ 
soon! 
 

I’m also enjoying the little bit slower pace of the 
summer by taking time to brainstorm and educate 
myself on growing some of our events & funding, 
looking into grants programs, and building up our 
legacy giving. Classes will start back up for me this fall 
as well, with Fundraising Concepts & Practices, Capital 
Campaigns, and Planned Giving & Major Gifts. I 
appreciate the support of the parish, leadership, staff, 
and especially Father Starman as I grow my knowledge 
in these areas. I feel more adequately equipped to 
build up our parish & school with each class, as well as 
feeling inspired to continue & grow! 
 

Lastly—I would ask you to prayerfully consider being 
part of the Auction Committee.   This is a wonderful 
group to be part of, and it’s a short-lived commitment.  
We really do have a crazy but fun weekend (the first 
weekend of November each year) and I’ve been broken 
in well the last couple years, so I feel a little more on 
top of it with it being my 3rd year with Parish Auction! 
We will begin meeting this month!  
 

Blessings,  

Jennifer Wal lwey, Development Director 

Win Husker Suite Tickets!  

You could win 4 tickets to the Oct. 
22nd Huskers vs. Purdue Boilermakers 
football game in Lincoln in an 
exclusive suite!   Raffle tickets are 
only $10 each or 3/$25, and can be 
purchased from any St. Mary’s Booster Club member 
or call Sue Pongratz at 402-340-2624.  The winner 
will be drawn at the September 24th 7 pm St. Mary’s 
home football game vs. Stuart, but you do not need 
to be present to win.  
 

The prize packet includes 4 tickets to 10/22/16 
Huskers vs. Purdue Boilermakers game. Exclusive 
Husker Suite Experience in the luxury east stadium 
suite, which includes exclusive access to the suite 
level, climate controlled, covered/heated outdoor 
stadium seating as well as indoor seating with 6 big 
screen TVs and a private bathroom. Pre-game 
tailgate in the popular parking lot 12, just outside 
doors of east stadium.  Tailgate includes a gathering 
under a shared tented to get you started sharing food 
& beverages, with additional dining fare & non-
alcoholic drinks during the game while enjoying the 
suite. Commemorative game book & tickets to 
remember the amazing views & unique experience 
while cheering the Huskers on! 
 

Special thanks to J. Joe Rickets & family for the donation 

of this unique experience.  Suite/game tickets are a total 

package, not for individual sale or transfer. All proceeds 

will support the expense of the new bleachers in St. 

Mary’s High School gym and new sports uniforms.  



August 4 

Confirmation Retreat 
 

August 11, 6 pm 

St. Mary’s Back to School Potluck 
 

August 15, 7 am & 7 pm 

Mass for the Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 
 

August 16 

First Day of School for St. Mary’s— 

dismiss at 11:30 am  

 The St. Patrick’s Youth Group wants to say a 

big THANK YOU to all who donated items to 

our rummage sale, helped with the 

rummage sale, and bought new treasures!  

We appreciate your support! 

 The new bleachers are in place in the high 

school gym, they look amazing, and they are 

& ready for another school year at St. 

Mary’s!  We thank the many people who 

donated financially & those who helped with 

the process of removing the old bleachers!! 

 Many thanks to the wonderful parishioners & 

students who come in to help with office 

work at the Parish Center!   Your time 

makes a huge difference in getting some of 

these projects taken care of! 


