
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s 
Archbishops Annual Appeal. The numbers for our parishes 
are as follows:  St. Joseph–Amelia: Goal $2,418.60 Received 
$2,900.00 % of goal reached: 119.9%  Households/Individuals 
participating: 25 of 57. St. Patrick–O’Neill: Goal 
$33,170.51  Received: $41,440.51 % of goal reached: 124.9% 
Households/individuals participating: 198/660. 

 

The Rural Northwest Deanery (comprised of St. Joseph-
Amelia, St. Joseph-Atkinson, Sacred Heart Parish of Boyd 
County (Assumption-Lynch, Sts. Peter & Paul-Butte, St. Mary
-Spencer) St. Ignatius-Brunswick, St. Theresa-Clearwater, 
St. Ludger-Creighton, St. John the Baptist-Deloit Twp., St. 
Peter-Ewing, St. William-Niobrara, St. Patrick-O’Neill, St. 
Boniface-Stuart, St. Wenceslaus–Verdigre) was the first rural 
Deanery to have each of its parishes meet or exceed their 
goals. The combined goal for RNWD was: $88,532.35 The 
amount committed/paid so far is: $149,035.51. Which 
means our deanery hit 168% of its goal! Congratulations and 
thank you for your part. Archdiocesan wide 109 parishes 
have met or exceeded their goals. 

 

As we continue to prepare for the Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Planning to begin in our Deanery (probably late this fall), I 
continue along with a number of our brother priests to be 
fascinated by some of the statistical data that is used in the 
planning process. Everything from the number of 
households, the number of baptisms, first communions, 
confirmations, weddings, and funerals over the past 15 
years will be considered, as well as the financial numbers, 
census statistics, etc. There are definite trends in our 
deanery and across the archdiocese. Some of those trends 
are positive, but in all honesty the majority are negative. 

 

If you look for example at the number of churches in our 
deanery (14), less than 25 years ago each of those churches 
had a least one priest. O’Neill for many years had 3 priests, 
(for a short time 4), Atkinson had two, Epiphany Parish at 
Emmet (closed in 1982) at one time had 2. Even St. Joseph- 
Amelia & Sacred Heart-Naper (closed in 2004) at one time 
had a resident pastor. The reality now is that the 14 existing 
churches have been reduced to 10 parishes with the 

consolidation of all of the Boyd County Churches into one 
Parish several years ago. These 10 parishes are now served 
by 6 pastors and one assistant. We know that as part of the 
Pastoral Planning Process we will be asked as a Deanery to 
determine how to decrease the number of priests in our 
Deanery by another 2 within 3 years. Considering the 
distance between parishes, that will be a significant 
challenge, and I’m sure will be a cause of many hurt feelings 
and passionate opinions by priests and parishioners alike. 
Even though we haven’t officially begun the process yet, we 
do have a good sense of what’s coming because of the 
planning already completed in the Rural Central and Rural 
Southwest Deaneries. Pray that we can devise a plan that 
adequately serves the needs of all of parishioners.  

 

Now for some more “good news.” The St. Patrick’s Parish 
Pastoral Council has nearly completed writing a new 
“Mission Statement” for the parish, and we will share that 
with you as soon as the final version is approved.  
The Senior Leadership Team has also nearly completed a 
“Vision Statement” for our parish, and that will be shared 
upon completion. I hope in the near future to hold a few 
“listening sessions” for our parishioners. I invite you to 
begin to think about the questions: Where do I want St. 
Patrick’s Parish and St. Mary’s School to be in 5 years? If I 
could imagine anything for our parish and/or school what 
would it be? 

 

Our work with the Divine Renovation Network continues to 
be profitable in terms of tried and true approaches and 
ideas. More will be shared as we enter deeper into the 
process. If you have questions please feel free to stop in my 
office and ask. 

 

Finally, the Solemn Penitential Season of Lent begins with 
our celebration of Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, February 
14th. A more complete Lenten schedule is included 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

Ad multos annos! 
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Al though Lent  i s  observed 
predominantly by Catholics, anyone 
can take part in Ash Wednesday. All 

are welcome to receive blessed ashes on Ash 
Wednesday, whether Christian or not, to express 
their desire to grow spiritually and to turn away 
from their failings, their areas of weakness and 
brokenness, in favor of seeking the healing and 

wholeness that only God can give. 

        Newly Baptized 
 

               Ansley Ann Tomjack 
                      Daughter of  

     Faith Woslager & Patrick Tomjack 
 

Maddie Sue Seger 
Daughter of David  & Kylie (Havranek) Seger  

 

Mack Joseph Ollendick 
Son of Marcus & Kacey (Dye) Ollendick 

 

Cooper Eugene Clouse 
Son of Anna Clouse 

 

Kayden & Landon Isom 
Sons of Shane & Jennifer (Cochran) Isom 

 

Jordyn Anne Bollwitt 
Daughter of Blake & Justine (Nesiba) Bollwitt 

 
 

         In Loving Memory 

 

Gene David Mudloff 

3/9/1915—1/5/2018 
 

Maurice Parks 

4/28/32—01/08/18 

School Advisory Board Update  
11/8/17 Minutes Summary 
• School Board was asked to serve soup for the 

Christmas Closet. Sienna House was also scheduled 

to help with the Christmas Closet. 

• Fall Parent Teacher Conferences had 100% 

participation in the grade school, 54% in the high 

school. 

• Recent events at St. Mary’s included: 

• Guest Artists Ranell Otte & Bette Rowe came 

into the St. Mary’s art classes. 

• Student presentations included the 1st Grade 

“The Littlest Pumpkin”, 5th Grade Explorers, 

6th Grade Plant & Animal Cells, and 4th 

Grade Saints Presentation. 

• Drexel House is sponsoring a Thanksgiving 

Food Drive. 

• End of the first quarter is Friday, October 13.  The 

goal for attendance at Parent-Teacher conferences 

in October is to have above 90% attendance for grade 

school & 50% for high school.  

• Possible summer activity moratorium dates are May 

20-26, and July 1-7.  

• Traci Berg resigned from the heads girl basketball 

coach position. 

• A text book loan program is being considered for 

history textbooks. 

• Journalism students have started a Snapchat Account 

for St. Mary’s, and primary communication for the 

Facebook page is handled by Jennie Schneider, Cody 

Havranek, & Jennifer Wallwey. 

• Sex Ed curriculum was discussed.  Father Knecht 

brought in information from the archdiocese on the 

LoveEd program, and a book titled “Our Power to 

Love: God’s Gift of Our Sexuality” that could be 

distributed to our parents. 

• School Board will begin hosting an Honor Roll 

breakfast for students. 

• Discussion was held regarding the public school 

building project. 

• Father Starman suggests that we need to look into 

ways to help improve teen mental health.  

St. Mary’s School Board: Principal Cody Havranek, 

President Father Bernard Starman, Shad Thompson, 

Cameron Everitt, Ranell Otte, Julie Barlow, Ann Crumly, 

Ann Krotter, Nancy Berg. 

St. Patrick’s Parish Council 
1/17/18 Minutes Summary 

• Parish Mission Statement was discussed & revised. 

It will be reviewed at next meeting. 

• Our vision for St. Patrick’s Parish was discussed.  

In 5 years, the top ‘goal’ is to see full mass 

participation and music more alive. The 

welcoming piece at the beginning of mass has 

been well-received. 

• Townhall meetings will possibly begin in March. 

• Prayer ministry work continues, with Ann Pongratz 

helping to gather prayers to develop a book of 

prayers to share.  

• Discussion on the Key Indicators for a vibrant 

parish included homilies, sacraments of healing/

reconciliation and anointing of the sick, and 

funeral liturgies. Council will continue discussion 

on the viability statements at the next meeting.  

Parish Council: Bryan Corkle, Wendell Spencer, Sue 

Pongratz, Brenda Hupp, Becky Dean, Father Starman 

 

Good news! Looking ahead...St. Joseph’s, Amelia has 

begun planning for their Centennial Celebration year, 

2019!   



Men’s CEC Weekend 
There will be a Christians Encounter Christ (CEC) 

Weekend where you can renew your faith on March 

2, beginning at 6:30 pm, through March 4 at 9 pm 

in Omaha. Come for a lively, joy-filled weekend, 

and become strengthened spiritually as you live 

and study with priests and laity in discussion, 

prayer, and song. An opportunity for every Catholic 

or Christian to ignite their fire! For more 

information or to register, contact Kent Riesberg 

kkriesberg@gmail.com or 402-339-6826, or Cora 

Thelen corathelen@gmail.com or 402-960-1020.  

Just a reminder that the KCs will be 

having weekly fish frys again this 

year, from 5:30 to 8 pm at the KC 

Hall. The KC’s first fish fry of the 

year will be Friday, February 9th & 

every Friday until March 23rd.  They will have fried & 

baked fish, baked potatoes, French fries, coleslaw, 

macaroni & cheese, and the bar will be available to 

purchase beverages.  Cost is $8 for adults, $5 for kids.  

Thankful for Our Schools & Teachers 
January is the month we celebrate Catholic Schools 

Week as well as I Love Public Schools day. We are 

blessed beyond measure to have both of these options 

for our children & youth in this area, and for the ways 

we are able to work together to offer more 

opportunities for all of our kids.  We pray for all of our 

teachers, staff, and students, knowing that God works 

through all of us in so many different ways & so many 

different places.   
 

Father, there is so much to pray for our children as 

they grow up, and my prayer is that you will help 

parents and educators to provide them with the 

special nurture and loving atmosphere that will help 

them discover their gifts and talents and develop 

them for Your glory. I pray that You will surround our 

children with so much encouragement that no feelings 

of inadequacy, fear, or uncertainty will keep them 

from becoming the joyful, creative people You desire 

them to be. I pray that You will make classrooms into 

places where there is a delight in learning instead of 

drudgery or dread. I pray for wisdom and discernment 

to reign in the hearts of both parents and teachers to 

safeguard the hearts and minds of our children. 

Amen.  

Ladies of St. Patrick’s 
We ladies, as members of St. Patrick’s Parish, are 

also members of St. Patrick’s Altar Society.  Thank 

you to those who have so many times & in so many 

ways assisted in  meeting the needs of the 

individuals who have lost loved ones.  Your 

willingness and generous giving of donations to 

the funeral dinners mean more than can be 

expressed. Any group, as you know, needs a 

number of active members in order to carry out 

the mission of the entire group. Our first call is to 

pay annual dues, $15, that provide the finances 

that are needed to provide services to those who 

count on our works.  Checks made out to the St. 

Patrick’s Altar Society can be placed in the 

collection basket, or dropped off at or mailed 

to the Parish Center.  If you have a cell phone 

number, it would be helpful if you could 

include that with your dues.  Would you 

consider being a monthly guild chair?  These 

ladies have a list of women in our parish to 

call to bring a salad or dessert for funeral 

meals, and calls can be made at your 

convenience. There is also an ongoing need for 

officers of the society.  The Altar Society meets 5 

times a year, with our goal being to rotate officer 

positions every 2 years.  At this time, we have not 

had the interest, so it has fallen on the same 

members for years.  Have you ever considered 

giving a few hours a month of your time & talent 

to support the good works of your church?  It 

would be so welcome.  If you are interested, 

please call Patty Mahony at 394-5345 or Ann 

Schneider at 340-1622.  No commitment needed 

to inquire! 

Lenten Schedule 
Wednesday, February 14th— Ash Wednesday 

 7 am Mass at St. Patrick’s 

 8:10 am Mass at St. Patrick’s 

 7 pm Mass at St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s 

Mondays of Lent, beginning February 19 

 2:45 pm Stations of the Cross  

  (with St. Mary’s grade school)  

Fridays of Lent, beginning February 16 

 3:00 pm Stations of the Cross  

   (with St. Mary’s High School)  

Communal Reconciliation, March 18 

 6:00 pm  St. Patrick’s 

mailto:corathelen@gmail.com


Thanks to all who were part of our 

“Play It Forward” dodgeball night in 

January!  With all of your help, we 

were able to raise approximately $1100 towards our 

playground!  We still have St. Mary’s Cardinals car 

decals for sale, for $5 each, with all money going 

towards the playground.  You can get yours at the 

Parish Office or either school office.  

We thank Toby Kloppenborg for sponsoring the cost of 

this month’s newsletter!  Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated! Would you (or your business) be willing to 

sponsor the cost of a monthly newsletter? It costs us 

approximately $175 to send out this monthly 

newsletter, and we would greatly appreciate sponsors 

to off-set these expenses. Please contact Jennifer at 

jennifermwallwey@gmail.com or call 402-336-1602 if 

you’d like to help out! Thank you!   

Wednesday, February 7  
5:30 pm School Board Meeting—PC 
7:00 pm Finance Board Meeting—PC 

 

Wednesday, February 14 
Ash Wednesday 

7 am, 8:10 am, & 7 pm masses at St. Patrick’s 
7 pm mass at St. Joseph 

 

February 15-17 
State Wrestling 

 

Sunday, February 18 
2 pm Jr. High/High School Band Concert—OHS 

Lent is the season of preparation for Easter.  It starts on Ash Wednesday (February 14) and ends the 

day before Easter (March 31), lasting for 40 days, not including Sundays. Lent is: 

• A 40 day journey with Jesus. 

• A time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice. 

• A time for the entire family to be more attentive to the words of Jesus and to each other. 

• A time to try harder to put Christ’s teachings into practice. 
 

We prepare for Easter by fasting and practicing spiritual disciplines during this time, to reflect on His sacrifices. 

An easier way to explain Lent to children is that it’s a time to bring us closer to God.  During Lent, we stop filling 

our lives with temporary happiness (such as candy, toys, video games, TV shows), and make more room for God.  

We also attempt to incorporate activities into our daily lives which will strengthen us.   

Many people choose to give up a habit or behavior for the 40 days of Lent.  The reason we give it up is to get 

closer to God. For example, if we have given up chocolate for Lent, when we want some, we remember that we 

have given it up so we can pray instead. 

We can give anything up for Lent - it doesn't have to be food, and it doesn't necessarily have to be a "bad" thing or 

an "indulgent" thing. But it does need to be something that we will miss, and is important to us. So for children a 

favorite T.V. cartoon or a computer game might be a difficult (and good!) thing to give up. 

A few reminders of opportunities to strengthen your faith at St. Patrick’s.  

• Daily Mass is every morning at 7 am, and Tuesdays at 5:15 pm 

• Stations of the Cross will be available at 1:45 pm on Mondays with the St. Mary’s grade school, or 3 pm on 

Fridays with the St. Mary’s High School, beginning Feb. 16th.  

• Confession is each Saturday beginning at 4:30 pm, and more opportunities will be available throughout Lent.  

• Young Adult Bible Study meets at the Parish Center on Wednesdays from 12 to 12:30, or Thursdays from 12:30 

to 1 pm.  Father Knecht would be happy to give you more information.  

• Take advantage of our “Formed” subscription.  Use the Parish Code QNWQHV to access all of the studies, 

videos, devotions, books, and audio talks & books.  There is a large variety of ways for you to challenge & 

grow your faith!  

Finance Committee 
Finance Committee did not meet in January, 

so there are no updates at this time.  


