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From Father Starman 
November is always a busy month here at St. Patrick’s and St. 

Joseph’s. Both parishes have their auctions and committee 

members are frantically trying to make sure everything gets done 

in time…(it always does!).  I’m am grateful to all those from both 

parishes who make sure that the auctions come together, that all 

the details are double and triple checked, to the businesses & 

individuals who donate, and of course to all those who attend and 

purchase items to support our parishes. The proceeds from the 

auctions are an important part of the annual operating budgets of 

both St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s each year. We at St. Patrick’s 

are especially grateful this year to our volunteer front office staff 

who have been an incredible help in getting everything organized 

this year. God bless you for your presence at this time and all 

through the year! 

November begins with the annual celebration of All Saints Day, 

Nov. 1st (a holy day of obligation) and All Souls Day, Nov. 2nd .  On 

All Saints Day we commemorate all those men, women and 

children whom the Church has officially canonized, or have been 

Martyred for the Faith, as well as those saints known only to God. 

For me it is one of the most powerful liturgies of the year. When 

we celebrate each Mass throughout the year, we know that for 

those few minutes, heaven and earth are joined together in 

celebration of the Eucharist and that the Saints join us in giving 

praise and thanks to God for all the blessings he bestows on us. We 

also ask them to intercede for us in our times of need. 

All Souls Day is an opportunity for us to pause and remember ALL 

those members of our families, our friends, our colleagues, and 

others who have died and gone before us. In our Catholic tradition, 

praying for and remembering the dead is an important and integral 

part of our faith. We believe that for those who believe in Christ 

death is not an end but a beginning. That the soul created by God 

at the moment of conception returns to God and lives forever. All 

Souls Day is an opportunity to pray for those who have died who 

might not, like Saints, have been on an express track to heaven. 

We intercede on their behalf that they might be released from 

Purgatory to enter Paradise. (Yes, we still believe in Purgatory). 

As a traditionally “Irish” Parish, I find it interesting, and even a 

little perplexing, that so few people use the “All Souls” envelope 

each year. Parishioners have the opportunity to list the names of 

their beloved dead, and make an offering to have a Mass read for 

“All Souls.” The envelopes are then placed next to the tabernacle 

as a reminder to the priests and deacons to pray for their eternal 

repose each time we approach the altar. This year we will also 

have a “Book of Remembrance” near the St. Patrick’s window at 

St. Patrick’s and near the Credence Table at St. Joseph’s where 

you can also include the names of those loved ones who have died. 

November is also a month of Thanksgiving and preparing for the 

December/January holidays. We have much to be thankful for, so 

let’s remember not to get so consumed in other activities that we 

forget to give thanks to God for his many blessings to us. I thank 

God each day for his gift of each one of you to me, and for the 

opportunity to be your pastor.  Ad Multos Annos! 

 Archdiocese of Omaha 



St. Patrick’s Finance Committee  
09-25-17 Minutes Summary 
 Seeing the Present, Building the Future 

Campaign updates. Original Pledges made: 
$1,842,259. Currently received: $1,666,185, 
which is 90.4% of pledged amount. Left to collect 
to reach pledged amount:  $176,074.  We still 
have bills to come for the Rose Window & 
plastering, and what remains should be for the 
heating/cooling system for the school.  

 Auction committee includes Ryan Parks, Josh 
Becker, Randy Hupp, Shad Thompson, Jennifer, 
& Alice.  “Drive for School” with Prairie Hills 
Ford will also be part of the auction day.  Raffles 
this year will include a car or $15,000; freezer 
with meat; TV; Husker Suite for Nov. 24 Iowa 
game; and some sort of electronic gadget.  
Auctioneers & solicitors are being lined up, and 
packets have begun to be put together. We have 
started receiving money from businesses already.  

 Gym Advertising is past due for updating.  We 
are working with Grafted Tree on the cost of 
signs, etc. and will begin contacting the 
businesses after Parish Auction is done. We 
recommend using the same pricing as O’Neill 
Public - $3000 for 10 years, or $350/year for 10 
years, plus cost of making the sign (no greater 
than $100).   

 Discussion was had on the foundation accounts. 
Does interest that is NOT taken in the year 
become part of the principal or is it still interest?  
Jennifer will track records back as far as possible 
as to what has been specifically added to the 
foundation principal since it’s beginning to see 
where we are at.   

 We received an $11,000 gift from the Lionel Babl 
estate.  It has been set aside for the upcoming 
roof repair. The Phyllis Latzel estate should 
settle in the next week or so.  

 Profit & Loss Statements were reviewed.  We are 
currently $134,000 in the black. Discussion was 
had as the budget predicts a $235,000 shortfall.  

 Roof on High school building needs to be 
replaced asap.  Peters & Associates (Donald 
Peters, alumni of St. Mary’s, is the ) presented a 
proposal of $24,750 to provide architectural 
services, specifically to design the roof plan and 
to aid in selection of construction company.   
Finance committee approved this unanimously. 
Roof is predicted to be approximately $200,000.  

Finance Committee Members:  Father Starman, 
Deacon MJ Kersenbrock, Frosty Peetz, Kevin Barlow, 
Ryan Berg, Dr. Matthew Winkelbauer, Carol Sibbel, 
Rebecca Gaughenbaugh, and Randy Hupp.  

 

 

St. Patrick’s Parish Council  
9/30/17 Minutes Summary 

 New Council Members were welcomed to the board—
Becky Dean, Brenda Hupp, Tom Peters, & Wendell 
Spencer.  Ron Mejstrik & Gary Pistulka have moved to 
the building & ground committee, & Brenda Podany 
has stepped down. 

 Board Officers were named as President Bryan Corkle, 
Vice-President Wendell Spencer, and Secretary Sue 
Pongratz.  

 Regular volunteers in the parish office every morning 
have been a huge benefit, and we are considering 
adding 1 to 2 afternoons as well.   

 The addition of a Tuesday 5:15 pm mass has been well 
attended with an average of 30-40 people.  

 St. Patrick’s has received a $10,000 grant from the 
Ignite the Faith Campaign to join the Divine 
Renovation Network and help move our parish into the 
future.   

 Father Starman & Jennifer will be developing a 
Stewardship Committee to start paving the path for 
our next steps forward, with the primary cause to be 
meeting the spiritual needs & build it from there.  

 St. Patrick’s is currently hosting a community rosary 
about every three weeks, and the Father Flanagan 
League Prayer Group meets on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at the church. 

 Father Starman asked to start review & discussion of 
the 37 Viability Statements that will be used as part of 
the Archdiocesan Pastoral Planning Process.   

 The parish follows & promotes the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ & understands its relationship 
with the archdiocese & universal church to 
become one.  The council needs to lead the 
parish to understand & believe that we are a 
part of the bigger church, and know where & 
how we utilize the benefits of the annual 
appeal.  

 The parish develops a local vision for the 
pastoral activity in the coming years rooted in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   We need to 
recognize where we are as a parish & where 
we are going.  Progress is seen with this in 
Deacon MJ’s local worship participation, 
acknowledgement of all current parishioners & 
their achievements, and Fr. Starman’s 
invitation to & participation in OHS 
baccalaureate.  

 Parish Council Members:  Father Starman, Sue 
Pongratz, Bryan Corkle, Becky Dean, Brenda Hupp, 
Tom Peters, Wendell Spencer.   

Archbishop Annual Appeal 
Thank you for your generous hearts!  As of Friday, October 
27th, St. Patrick’s Parish, whose goal is $33,170.51, has 
pledged $36,140.51 to the Annual Appeal, which 109% of 
goal, being met by 155 households.  St. Joseph Mission, 
whose goal is $2,418.60, has pledged $2,720, which is 
112.5% of goal, with 21 households responding.  



Newsletter Sponsors  
We thank the St. Joseph’s Altar Society  
for sponsoring the cost of this month’s 
newsletter!  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated! Would you (or your 

business) be willing to sponsor the cost of a monthly 
newsletter? It costs us approximately $175 to send out 
this monthly newsletter, and we would greatly 
appreciate sponsors to off-set these expenses. Please 
contact Jennifer at jennifermwallwey@gmail.com or 

call 402-336-1602. Thank you!   

School Advisory Board Update  
9/13/17 Minutes Summary 
 New roof for the high school was discussed. 

 We are up 3 students overall from last year.  

Preschool—37, Grade School—103, Junior High/High 

School-77.   

 Students attended a John Underwood presentation 

that covered nutrition, sleep, chemical health, & 

other topics that affect academics & athletics. 

 K-8th graders took Star Assessments, and data is sent 

to the Archdiocese.  They will take these 3 times a 

year. 

 Summer Athletic/Activity Moratorium was discussed. 

Coaches suggested the week after school and the first 

week in July.  Coaches are asked to communicate 

with their athletes about mandatory and non-

mandatory attendance.  Discussion will continue at 

next meeting. 

 School Advisory Board elected the following officers:  

President—Shad Thompson; Vice President—Cameron 

Everitt; Secretary-Julie Barlow.  

 St. Mary’s will have the prom dance & post-prom with 

O’Neill Public School.  The cost of post-prom and 

dance will be split proportionately with O’Neill Public 

School.  Mass, dinner & the coronation will remain at 

St. Mary’s.  Fundraising needs to be done by 

students/sponsors. 

 Uniform skorts were approved as acceptable school 

attire for the girls.  They must follow the same rules 

as uniform shorts.  

 A letter was read addressing class rank & scholarship 

recognition.  The board discussed the points in the 

letter, and Father Starman & Mr. Havranek will write 

a letter in response to the concerns. 

 Jennie Schneider shared a project comparing St. 

Mary’s ACT scores from the last 4 years with the 

Nebraska state average.  St. Mary’s has scored well 

above average in every category, with an average last 

year of 26.7 while the state average was 21.4.   

St. Mary’s School Board: Principal Cody Havranek, 

President, Father Bernard Starman, Shad Thompson, 

Cameron Everitt, Ranell Otte, Julie Barlow, Ann Crumly, 

Ann Krotter, Nancy Berg. 

Newly Baptized 
 

Boone Adams Stepp 
Son of Michael & Melanie (Adamson) Stepp 

 

 
 

Newly Married 
 

Mikhil & Emily (Sallach ) Dexter 
10-21-17 

 

Brian & Ashley (Drury) Tomjack 
                             10-28-17 

 

 In Loving Memory 

Edith Opal Halstead 
7/07/1920 —10/5/2017 

 

 

 Lucille M Dufek 
                          3/22/1918 —10/29/2017 

 
 

All Saints Mass 
Wednesday, November 1 

7 am, 8:10 am, 7 pm at St. Patrick’s 

Rural Northwest Deanery Advent  
Penance Services 
 

Sunday, December 3rd 
St. Mary’s, Spencer, 2 pm  - 3 priests 
St. Ludger’s, Creighton, 5 pm—4 priests 
 

Sunday, December 10th 
St. Peter’s Ewing, 4 pm  
St. John the Baptist, Deloit Township, 5:30 pm 
St. Theresa’s, Clearwater, 7 pm 
5 priests 
 

Wednesday, December 13th 
St. Patrick, O’Neill, 7 pm  - 4 to 5 priests 
Religious Education & Parish 
 

Sunday, December 17th 
St. Wenceslaus, Verdigre 
3 priests 



 
 

 

 
Wednesday, November 1  

7 am, 8:10 am, & 7 pm  
All Saints Mass at St. Patrick’s 

 

Friday November 3 
1 –4 pm Parish Auction donation drop off at SMH 

 

Saturday November 4 
8 am—12 pm Parish Auction donation drop off at SMH 

 

Sunday November 5 
10:30 am Drive for School at SMC 
12:00 pm Parish Auction at SMH 

 

Friday, November 10 
9:00 am St. Mary’s Grade School Veterans Day 

Program in Grade School Gym 
 

10:30 am Veterans Day Program at St. Mary’s HS Gym 
 

Sunday, November 12 
4—6:30 pm Ministerial Soup Supper at KC Hall 

 

Thursday, November 16 
6 am—6 pm Father Flanagan Pilgrimage to Omaha 

 

Sunday, November 19 
7 pm Community Thanksgiving Service at  

Word of Life Church 
 

Tuesday, November 21 
Walkathon for St. Mary’s Playground  

 

Thursday, November 23 
9 am Thanksgiving Day Mass at St. Patrick’s 
9 am Thanksgiving Day Mass at St. Joseph 

 
Thursday, November 23-Friday, November 24 

Parish Office Closed 
No School  

 

Sunday, November 26 
5:00 pm One Act Performance at SMH 

 

Sunday, November 27 
District One Acts at St. Mary’s High School  

No School for Students 

The new playground will include ADA compatible surface covering that is 

also rated for safety falls, as well as a large ‘green space’ area of approxi-

mately 75’ x 90’.  New equipment would include a new typhoon slide, 

round, climbers of many types, sky wheels, 

pod hoppers, and balance beams. In order to keep our costs down as much 

as possible, we will be pursuing what is a called a “community build.”  This 

means we will need many hands to get the current equipment OUT and the 

new equipment IN!  Maybe you know someone who would donate their 

time/products for the grass area, or benches, or tetherballs?  Maybe you or 

The good news of a delay is that we have more time to raise money, aware-

ness, and excitement for this project!  At this point, we have approximate-

ly $35,000 set aside, with probably at least that much left to raise.  Plans 

are underway to create excitement with the school, including possibilities 

thon, sports tournament between teachers/students/etc., coin 

wars, etc.  We will also be developing a “bulletin board” type of display for 

Pilgrimage to Boys Town 
November 16th is right around the corner. Join Fr. Starman 
and members of the Fr. Flanagan Prayer League on a 
Pilgrimage to Boys Town, on Thursday, Nov. 16th, leaving at 
6 am & returning at 6 pm. We will tour Fr. Flanagan’s 
Home, visit his tomb and pray for his intercession and 
canonization there, attend Mass at Dowd Chapel, tour 
Chambers Chapel, and the Hall of History. Please call the 
office to get you name on the list asap so that 
transportation can be arranged. If we have at least 30 
people willing to go we will charter a luxury motor coach. 
(Approx. $30 per person). Please call 402-336-1602 to 
reserve your space.  

St. Mary’s ACT Scores 
As a college preparatory high school, St. Mary’s seeks to 
ensure that her graduates are ready fro the demands of 
college.  The vast majority of our students continue their 
education beyond high school.  In the last 4 years, 100% of 
St. Mary’s graduates have either continued their education 
at a post-secondary institution or gone on to serve our 
country in the military.   The ACT scores of St. Mary’s 
students are consistently higher than the Nebraska and 
National averages, indicators of our academic excellence. 
St. Mary’s Mission is to foster the formation of the whole 
person—body, mind, and soul.  ACT scores are just one 
indicator of the success of our mission as we seek to give 
students a faith-based foundation. 

 English Math Reading Science Composite 

Grad Yr SMH   NE SMH   NE SMH   NE SMH   NE SMH   NE 

2014 25.2    21.3 22.9    21.1 25.8     22.0 24.3    21.7 24.6    21.7 

2015 23.6    21.3 23.0    21.0  24.2     21.9  23.8    21.6  23.7    21.5  

2016 26.0    20.9 24.7    20.8 25.8    21.8 24.4    21.5 25,2    21.4 

2017 28.1    20.9 26.3    20.9 25.6    21.9 26.6    23.5 26.7    21.4 

Congratulations O’Neill HS Students! 
Congratulations to the O’Neill High School Screamin’ 
Eagle Band who earned 1st Place in Class 3A at the 
Quad State Marching Band Competition. In addition, 
OHS Band received best color guard, best percussion, 
best visual, best music, and best effect awards for 
Class 3A.  
 

Congratulations to Wyatt Liewer, ONeill High School 
senior, who has been offered a preferred walk on 
position with the Husker football team next fall.  He 
has also been offered scholarships by UNK & Minnesota 
State-Moorhead.  
 

Congratulations to Nathaniel Jennings, Briaunna Parks, 
and Whitney Watson for earning their place at the 
Cross Country State Track meet.  


