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One Church:    

       Encountering Jesus,   

              Equipping Disciples,  

                       Living Mercy   

St. Patrick’s Messenger  
September 2018 St. Patrick’s Parish is a vibrant community of faith that welcomes 

all people to encounter Jesus Christ.  We are committed through 
prayer and action to form disciples to serve God and one another. 

St. Patrick’s and the O’Neill Ministerial Association are still taking 

contributions in order to help those families affected by the ICE 

raid last month.  If you are able to donate, please visit our website 

at www.stpatoneill.org or drop by the Parish office. Please be sure 

to indicate ‘community assistance’ on the check. Thanks to a 

generous donor, contributions from August 22, 2018 through 

February 22, 2019 will be matched up to $100,000. This donor 

comes at a much-needed time in our community and we thank all 

who have contributed already.  It is such a blessing to see the 

outpouring of love and support.   

Patriot Day is observed on September 11th in 

memory of the 2,993 people who lost their lives in 

the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United 

States. Most Americans refer to this day as 9/11 or 

September 11th. The American flag should be flown at half-staff 

at home and at all U.S. government buildings. Most Americans 

observe a moment of silence beginning at 8:46am EST - the time 

of the first plane crash into a tower on September 11, 2001. 

If you shop on Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com/ch/47-

0413713 and Amazon donates to St. Patrick's Catholic Church OR 

go to smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0595726 and Amazon donates to 

St. Mary's School.  We receive anywhere from $30 to $120 every 3 

months on each of those accounts!  

Our high school roof project is nearly paid for, thanks to your 

generosity!!  We have raised just under $132,000 as of August 

29th, so only about $8,000 to go before we are fully 

funded!  Thank you so much for your gifts & pledges; if you 

haven't made a gift yet, please be as generous as you can & help 

us to finish up this project!    

There were 45 people who signed up and traveled to Verdigre for 

the Niobrara Hermitage tour, the tour of St. Wenceslaus Catholic 

Church, and lunch. Everyone had so much fun that another tour is 

in the works for October. Jane and Randy are tentatively planning 

future 1-day road trips to surrounding churches for the enjoyment 

of the parishioners. Be on the lookout for further information.   

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=75N5601ZWOTI&K=33ZUXIS8M0YG&M=urn:rtn:msg:20180312140313e551c3834fdc45b685a8934ebbd0p0na&R=YT9MT9FNUF12&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F47-0413713&H=UXA8HMMPD0KYMMK1ZQOLAEKEWGIA
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=75N5601ZWOTI&K=33ZUXIS8M0YG&M=urn:rtn:msg:20180312140313e551c3834fdc45b685a8934ebbd0p0na&R=YT9MT9FNUF12&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F47-0413713&H=UXA8HMMPD0KYMMK1ZQOLAEKEWGIA
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0595726


September always brings with it the thoughts of fall, cooler days and nights, 

the endless sporting and school activities, the upcoming harvest, and seeing 

the fruits of the years labors. When I was young, Labor Day was always spent 

at St. John the Baptist Parish in Petersburg at their annual Parish Bazaar. Pan 

fried chicken, roast beef, and all the sides, carnival games and their farm 

tractor pull were always the major draws. But so was the opportunity for the 

folks to visit with friends, family, and neighbors they hadn’t seen in a while 

and really an opportunity to celebrate the beginning of the harvest season 

and the back breaking labor it had taken to get to that point in the year.  

As I watched the crowd at our first “Grace and Gratitude: Celebrating Parish 

and Community Parish Picnic,” those memories came flooding back, as did 

memories from other events that used to be so popular and common that we 

began to take them for granted. Petersburg still has the Bazaar but it’s not 

on Labor Day anymore, it’s the Sunday before. St. Boniface in Elgin will 

gather for the, I believe, 98th annual Thanksgiving Bazaar. They’ll serve 

thanksgiving dinner to more than 1,500 people that day. The question I hear 

them ask every year, is “How many more years can we do this? The young 

people don’t want to work it, and the old people are tired.” 

For us here at St. Patrick’s our “main event” would likely be our parish 

auctions. We raise a significant amount of money each year to help meet our 

financial commitments and it’s also a chance to catch up with people who 

we haven’t seen in a while. Each year Jennifer and the Auction Committee 

try to find new draws and brainstorm some creative ways to draw not only 

more people but new people as well.  

Our new event for the year was the “Grace and Gratitude Picnic” and we 

have scheduled next years for Saturday, August 18, 2019. Mark your 

calendars and plan to join us. We as parishes and school are blessed in so 

many ways every day of the year. Our members give so much of their time, 

talent, and some of their treasure, that we felt it was time to celebrate with 

each other what we have accomplished in the past few years - from restoring 

the nave windows in church, building a new rectory, and nearly paying of the 

new roof on the high school that was installed this summer. (We are within 

$8,000.00 of having it paid in full!) Thank you!  

We’ve started some projects in the parish center as you know. The new 

doors are installed, and the windows in the front lobby and communications 

office have been installed. I hope to have the rest of the windows on the 

first floor offices replaced before the snow flies. The cost is running about 

$1,000.00 per window. The reason for the replacement is that the original 

windows installed nearly 60 years ago have done their time. They were single 

pane glass with no energy efficiency rating, and some of our staff would 

come to work with an occasional snow drift in their office on winter 

mornings. So it’s time. We’ve held off longer than we probably should have 

in doing this project, as we’ve learned in the past long deferred maintenance 

only costs us in the long run. If you’d like to help with the project we, as 

always, are taking donations! 

Thank you for all that you do for St. Patrick’s, St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s! It 

is your stewardship that keeps us afloat in good times and in bad.  

 

 

 

 

Keep your calendar open for the 

annual Parish Auction on Sunday, 

Nov. 4th.  While it seems early, 

if you have any new or gently 

used high-quality items you 

would like to donate, they can 

be brought to the Parish Center 

anytime.  



Mrs. Schneider (Library)  New 

Hardcover Books for the Library 

($200) (Theology) 100 copies of 

“Praying the Stations: Mary’s Way 

of the Cross ($1.49 each, so $149) 
 

Parish Office (Jennifer) Liquid creamer cups, individual 

sugar/sweetener packets, cross cut shredder ($50), 2 large 

chair mats for carpet ($60 each), electric stapler ($40).  
 

Please contact the staff person listed for more details. 

Donations can be dropped off at Parish Center. Thank you! 

          Newly Baptized 

    

                      Andy Jacob Soukup 
Son of Jacob & Tara (Blaha) Soukup 

 

Oliver Daryl Stracke 
Son of Tyler & Sarah (Tomjack) Stracke 

 

                                   Weston Edwin Barelmann 
 Son of Brian & April (Raemakers) Barelmann 

Follow us on Facebook 

and Twitter! 

Kayla Burdick (Communications Coordinator) - Kayla 

grew up in Gothenburg, NE and graduated from UNK with a 

degree in Business Administration with minors in Marketing 

& Management. She worked in Lincoln for the Nebraska 

Attorney General’s Office for 8 years, then for the United 

States District Court for a short time before moving to 

O’Neill. She and her husband, Kale, have a son, Pierce, 

and are expecting #2 in October. 

Stephanie Nemec (Coordinator of Evangelization & 

Catechesis) -  Stephanie graduated from O’Neill Public 

High School in 2012 and received a Bachelor’s in Exercise 

Science, certificate in gerontology, and minor in dance 

from the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO) in 2017. 

While in school, she taught a variety of group fitness 

classes in Omaha at UNO and UNMC. After graduation, she 

moved back to O’Neill. Most recently, she received a 

Certificate in Health and Wellness Coaching from 

Creighton University, and is continuing to study to receive 

a Master’s in Health and Wellness Coaching. While she 

enjoyed her time in Omaha, she missed small town life, 

and even though she had her own career plans, she chose 

to follow God's plans for her, which led her back home.  

Cheleigh Sholes (Business Manager) - Cheleigh is a 1993 

graduate of St. Mary's High School and a graduate of 

Northeast Community College. She is married to Ben 

Sholes and together they have six children: Sara, Paige, 

Sawyer, Payton, Ezra and Noah; and their first grandchild 

is due in early September. In her spare time she enjoys 

traveling, reading, spending time with family, and 

watching sports.   

Traci Berg (co-teaching 2nd grade) -  

Traci graduated from Loup County 

High School in 1999. She received her 

Bachelor's degree in Elementary 

Education with endorsements in Early 

Childhood & Coaching from Midland 

Lutheran College.  Later, she earned 

her Master's degree in Curriculum & 

Instruction from Doane College.  
 

Sarah Hartmann (elementary resource)-  

Sarah graduated from St.Mary's High 

School in 2005 and received her 

Bachelor's degree in Elementary and 

Special Education from Mount Marty 

College in 2009. She taught two years 

of 2nd grade in Savoonga, Alaska. 

Then moved back to Nebraska and 

taught 4th grade for 4 years at St. 

Joseph's School in Beatrice. She earned her Masters 

degree in Education in 2013 from Concordia University 

while teaching there. Most recently, she lived and 

taught 3rd grade for three years in Homer, Alaska. 

 Bridget Schneider (co-teaching 2nd grade) - Bridget 

graduated from St. Mary's in 2015, and 

spent two years at NECC and one year 

at WSC.  This fall, she will be 

completing her student teaching 

under Mrs. Traci Berg in the 2nd grade 

classroom.  She will graduate with a 

bachelor of science in elementary 

education from Wayne in December.   

Mary Schwarz (not pictured—kindergarten 

paraprofessional) -  

Karen Tschida (music) -  

Karen attended college at Wayne 

State College where she received her 

Bachelor of Arts degree in K-12 Music 

Education with a Field Endorsement 

of Vocal & Instrumental Music. She is 

currently taking classes for her MSE 

degree in Curriculum & Instruction 

from Wayne State College as well.  



September 3  Labor Day 

 No School—Parish Center Closed 

 9:00 am—Mass - SP 

September 5 

 7:00 pm—Religious Education Kick Off 

September7 

 10:00 am—Pep Rally—SMH 

 7:00 pm—FB v. Wausa (Homecoming) 

 9:00 pm - Homecoming Dance—PH 

 10:00 pm—Coronation—PH 

September 9 

 4:00 pm—RCIA sign up meeting—SMH 

September 12 

 5:30 pm—School Board Meeting—PC 

September 19 

 No School—Teacher In-Service 

September 24-25 

 Altar Society Rummage Sale—KC Hall 

September 26 

 7:00 pm—Finance Board Meeting—PC 

 7:00 pm—Religious Ed/FIAT Mass - SP 

 8:00 pm—FIAT Large Group Event 

This month’s newsletter cost was donated by 

Toni Schneider. Would you (or your business) 

be willing to sponsor the cost of a monthly 

newsletter? We hear over & over how 

appreciated this communication is to our parish members, 

especially those who may not get to mass as often as they 

would like. It costs us approximately $175 to send out this 

monthly newsletter, and we would greatly appreciate 

sponsors to off-set these expenses. Please contact Kayla at  

kmburdick@archomaha.org or call 402-336-1602 if you’d 

like to help out! Thank you!   

We are still in need of 

religious education 

teachers and FIAT 

small group leaders. Please consider being involved 

with the youth on Wednesday evenings. Together, 

with Jesus, you can make a difference in the life of 

a child or teen. If you are interested in leading a 

class, please send Stephanie an email 

(smnemec@archomaha.org) or contact her at the 

Parish Office.  

We are so proud of both of the excellent schools of our 

community & want to wish our students best of luck with 

their fall activities & sports.  We're behind you all the 

way!  Be sure to get out & support our kids!  
 

Senior Parent Nights 

OHS/SM Cross Country—September 14, 3:30 pm  

OHS/SM Softball—September 27, 4:30 pm  

SM Volleyball—September 27, 5:30 pm 
 

St. Mary’s Homecoming  - Friday, September 7 

10 am Pep Rally 

7:00 pm Football vs. Wausa 

9:00 pm Homecoming Dance 

10:00 pm Coronation 
 

O’Neill High School Homecoming—Friday, September 28 

6:30 pm Football vs. Ord 

9:00 pm Homecoming Dance 

9:30 pm Coronation 

St. Patrick’s Altar Society will hold their annual 

rummage sale Monday & Tuesday, September 

24th & 25th.  Please consider donating any 

clean, gently used items you have and do not want or need 

any longer.  We accept everything except large appliances or 

pieces of furniture and TVs.  All items are greatly 

appreciated.  Any questions you have, contact Twila at 394-

5463 or Ann at 340-1622.  Please bring items you wish to 

donate to KC Hall on Sunday, Sept. 23 between 1 and 4 pm.  

We thank you! 

St. Mary’s Home & School will be hosting a craft fair 

on Saturday, October 6th from 9 am to 3 

pm.  Registration deadline for vendors & crafters is 

September 30th.  (Early bird prices if you register 

before September 21!)  Contact Jessica Cole 340-

1982 or email homeandschool@smcards.org for more 

details.   

We’d like to hear from you!  All St. Patrick & St. Joseph parish members are asked to please go to https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/BCNDWJY  and take a few minutes to answer some questions regarding our parish.  We 

appreciate you taking time out to let us know what you’re thinking!   


