
 

One Church:   Encountering Jesus,  Equipping Disciples, Living Mercy   

Happy New Year! It is my hope and prayer that 2018 is a year filled with much grace, many 
blessings, a lot of joy, hope and peace! I’m having a hard time keeping  up with the 

          passage of time; it seems like we just started 2017 and it’s gone. 

 

For the past several months, those who attend St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s have occasionally heard me reference 
“The Divine Renovation Network” (DRN) in my homilies. I thought I’d use this column to explain a what the DRN is 
about. It may be that I end up doing this in a series of newsletter columns, to fully explain what it is and how it will 
affect us here in our little corner of God’s vineyard.  

 

What is Divine Renovation?  Author Bill Huebsch describes it as “a guide to renewing the Church that parish priests and 
leaders can actually do! Practical, faith-filled and powerful.” Why would we need renewing? The hard data over the 
last ten years shows a steady decline in the number of Catholics who attend Mass and the number of sacraments 
administered in our parishes each year. Some of that we know is due to a declining population, especially here in rural 
Nebraska. But a number that continues to increase even here in rural America are those who classify themselves as the 
“nones” claiming no religious affiliation whatsoever. Churches are dying, and in most cases I don’t believe they have 
to. 

 

Divine Renovation is a “guide” of how to breathe some new life and energy into our parishes. To help people have an 
encounter with the person of Jesus Christ. To always build upon the legacy that we’ve been handed and which we will 
pass on to future generations. As one parishioner stated, “to be the Church of choice and the Church of voice” in our 
community. 

 

It is not an overnight project, this will take years for us to accomplish, and I am quite sure we will make some small 
and large mistakes along the way. Ultimately everyone in the parishes will be affected in what I hope is a positive way 
by what we are undertaking. 

 

For the past two months, I have been taking part in a weekly “coaching” call, and several monthly video conference 
calls with other DRN participants around the world. After a lot of prayer, I have created a “Senior Leadership 
Team” (SLT) who meets with me weekly to begin laying the groundwork for parish-wide implementation. The SLT 
members are Deacon M.J. Kersenbrock, Deb Kelly, Gib Kelly and Ann Schneider. Together we are “imagining” or 
“dreaming” of what our parish could look like 5 years from now. We are beginning to develop a “vision” for St. 
Patrick’s. Once we have that fleshed out, we’ll communicate that with everyone through homilies, the bulletin, and of 
course through this newsletter, on our website, and through social media. 

 

I find this an exciting time for us to be embarking on the Divine Renovation journey, There are a lot of things that we 
do very well, but there are some things that could stand a little improvement.  I hope that all of you find it life-giving 
as well…pray for me and pray for all of us at St. Patrick’s, St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s. 
 
Ad Multos Annos! 
 
 
Father Bernard Starman, Pastor 
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Did you know that we have TWO 

bible studies for young adults going 

on at the Parish Center? They meet 

briefly for lunch & scripture on Wednesday at 12 pm, 

and Thursday at 12:30 pm.  (You pick which one 

works best for you!) Bring your lunch with you & get 

a spiritual recharge over your lunch hour.  Contact 

Fr. Knecht with any questions.  

        Newly Baptized 
 

               Mia Helena Cifuentes 
                      Daughter of  

     Ermino (Jose) Cifuentes & Faith Cheyenne Mitteis 
 
 

 
 

     In Loving Memory 

 

          Gerald “Jerry” Kirwan, Jr.     

            5/3/1939—12/6/2017 
 

           Anthony “Tony” Kamphaus  

           3/16/1938—12/7/2017 
 

                       George Albert Janousek  

                    4/22/1927—12/22/2017 
 

Cal A. Peter 

7/2/1943—12/25/2017 
 

Bessie Helen Walnofer 

1/06/1931—12/27/2017 

St. Patrick’s Parish Council  
10/25/17 Minutes Summary 

 Council board members gave short introductions and 

history of their church connections.  

 Father Starman has started his coaching sessions with 

the Divine Renovation Network. 

 We are looking into a new bus for St. Mary’s as our 

bus is beginning to have troubles. 

 Parish Mission Statement, from the 1980s, was 

reviewed. Discussion was had regarding restructuring 

& cleaning up our mission statement. 

 Discussion of the Viability Statements continued.  

Some points included:  

 Parish staff is made up of many volunteers & 

a few paid employees that are trained, and 

are shared with Amelia Parish. 

 We have a strong finance council with 8 

members that are active & engaged in taking 

care of our parish & school. 

 Parish council is in place with new members 

& strong conversations to move us forward.  

 The parish is working on getting better at 

using resources & networking services with 

area parishes.  

 Parish Council was given two articles to read for 

discussion at next meeting.  

Parish Council: Bryan Corkle, Wendell Spencer, Sue 

Pongratz, Brenda Hupp, Becky Dean, Father Starman 

Finance Committee Update  
11/29/17 meeting summary 

 Development Report was distributed & reviewed. 

Conversation included the results of the auction & 

future plans for the auction, playground income & 

plans, and Seeing the Present campaign. 

 Profit & loss reports & balance sheets for accounts, 

foundations, and Seeing the Present campaign 

were reviewed.  

 We have 9% still to receive on our campaign 

pledges to meet our pledged amount.  We 

expect to receive about half of that.  

 We are currently $54,000 in the black for 

the fiscal year. Giving trends were 

discussed.  

 We are beginning to try out Online Giving with the 

WeShare program from the LPI company, the same 

company that handles our bulletins.  At this time, 

we have only used it for the playground giving, but 

are looking to expand it soon to all other areas, 

including the ability to register for events, etc. 

online.  Information will go out to the parish when 

we are ready to kick that off.  

 We received a $12,500 gift from the estate of 

Lucille Dufek for the St. Patrick’s Foundation. 

 High School Roof work was contracted with 

TriCities of Grand Island. Full amount expected to 

be approximately $175,000.   

 Committee discussed the possibility of installing 

panic doors on the front of the church, in the event 

of a major emergency such as shootings that have 

been seen in recent news. It would give the ushers 

the ability to quickly lock down those doors & buy 

a little time in that type of situation.  Cost would 

be approximately $2000.  

Finance Committee: Fr. Starman, Frosty Peetz, MJ 

Kersenbrock, Carol Sibbel, Kevin Barlow, Rebecca 

Gaughenbaugh, Randy Hupp, Ryan Berg, Matt 

Winkelbauer.  



Newsletter Sponsors  
We thank Toni Schneider for sponsoring the 
cost of this month’s newsletter!  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated! Would you 

(or your business) be willing to sponsor the cost of a 
monthly newsletter? It costs us approximately $175 to 
send out this monthly newsletter, and we would greatly 
appreciate sponsors to off-set these expenses. Please 
contact Jennifer at jennifermwallwey@gmail.com or call 

402-336-1602 if you’d like to help out! Thank you!   

Let’s Build a Playground!  

We’ve talked about it for a long time now —- but it really is happening!  The new playground is becoming 

a reality!  While plans remain fluid, we are very excited that we do have a real plan in place.  We have 

been slowly building up our funds, including some large gifts in early November, and the grade school stu-

dents kicked it into high gear with a VERY successful Walkathon in November, raising nearly $14,000 in 2 weeks! We 

have also received another approximately $13,000 in gifts since that time, which means we have just over $73,000 set 

aside for this project!  We anticipate a $10,000 grant from the state for the rubber mulch, and we also have other grant 

applications pending. The estimated cost of our playground is $90,000 (this is a HIGH estimate.)  With the $10,000 from 

the state, this means we are looking at just $7000, assuming all of our expenses are on the high end!  (Any excess that 

is raised will be moved to help with the cost of the new roof on the high school.)   

We have the help of a playground ‘building’ committee to talk the nuts & bolts of the project, which includes Jim 

Gokie, Ron Mejstrik, Charlie Vandersnick, John Boyle, and John Schindler. We are grateful for their expertise in getting 

this going.  Part of our challenge has been the significant grade drop from one end of the playground to the other.  In 

order to meet ADA compliance & to get the appropriate ground cover, we have to build an approximately 8 foot retain-

ing wall to level out the far end of the playground!  Rubber mulch will be used to fill the ‘playground’ portion of the 

space, which is 90’ x 105’.  The other area, closest to the old basketball court, will be grass (which helps to cut our cost 

by reducing the grading.)  The old basketball court will stay in place, but we are in conversation about how to update it 

& make it more kid-friendly, including the possibility of painting murals.  The new playground area will include swings, 

a large playset with equipment for development of motor skills & plenty of social space, a ‘new-style’ merry-go-round, 

a tall slide, benches, and other things yet to be determined!  

The plan is to take out the old equipment quickly after school is out in May.  

We will have either an online or sealed bid auction to sell off the large equip-

ment, with the removal to be done by the purchaser.  Then with lots of volun-

teer power, we will clean off the old playground area, get the space ready to 

go, and get the new equipment up before fall!    

Our playground has not been updated since the mid-1990s & it is well past its 

prime.  Keep your eyes open for drawings that give you a real “picture” of 

what we are looking at, and consider helping us to firm up that last $7000. We 

are anxious to become ADA compliant & give our students a well-planned, high 

quality area to play, grow, and explore!  Our kids are watching their “slide” 

fill up & they are so excited!   

Jennifer Wallwey, Director of Development This ‘tracking’ is from early December.  

School Advisory Board Update  
School Advisory Board did not meet in December, so there 

are no updated minutes to report.  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

January 18-25, 2018 is the 

annual observance of the Week 

of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

The theme chosen for 2018 is 

“Your Right Hand, O Lord, 

Glorious in Power” (Exodus 

15:6). Throughout 2018, join 

Christians everywhere in praying 

“that they may all be one” 

joining our prayer with that of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. For more 

information go to: www.geii.org  

What if all you possessed today is only what you gave thanks for yesterday?  

http://www.geii.org/


St. Mary’s & St. Patrick’s have a few 

‘wish list’ items they’d love to see 

granted.   

Mrs. Schneider (High School Library) New hardcover 

books for the library ($200) 

Mrs. Schneider (Pre-Algebra) Ten TI30XA Scientific 

Calculators for class use ($100) 

Mrs. Willis (1st Grade) - Easy Chapter Books for the 

classroom (approximately $10 each)  

Mrs. Spader (Journalism-Speech-Theatre) Heavy duty, 

industrial strength 3 hole punch ($35)  

Parish Office (Jennifer Wallwey) Dab n Seal Envelope 

Moisteners ($30 for 12), individual creamers for coffee 

Please contact the staff person listed for more details. 

You can drop off donations at the Parish Center & we 

will get them where they need to go!  Thank you! 

Knights of Columbus  All meetings at O’Neill KC Hall  
Sunday, January 7    11:00 am     Degree Meetings 
Monday, January 8    7:30 pm      4th Degree Meeting 
Wed., January 10 8:00 pm       Monthly Meeting  
 

 

St. Mary’s School Board 
Wednesday, January 10  5:30 pm Parish Center 
 

Father Flanagan League 
Thursday, January 11  7 pm St. Patrick’s 
 

Parish Council  
Wednesday, January 17 7:00 pm Parish Center 
 

Finance Committee 
Wednesday, January 24 7:00 pm  Parish Center 

Stewardship Thoughts from Jennifer 
This article is taken from a post on catholicstewards.com in 
January 2011, titled “Stewardship Resolutions”, written by 
Fr. Michael Troha. 
 

The New Year is a traditional time to make resolutions for 

a healthier, more disciplined way of life. What are some 

things in your life that you would like to change over the 

course of this year? What is stopping you from making 

those changes? 
 

Our commitment to living stewardship as a way of life is 

an ongoing process. The commitment to discipleship is a 

daily occurrence, since Jesus said that if you wish to be 

His follower you must take up your cross each day and 

follow Him. A resolution to practice and improve in some 

aspect of stewardship is an excellent way to start another 

year. 
 

I think the perfect starting point is to look at our 

stewardship of time and improve the way we pray. 

Another good resolution is to examine our stewardship of 

talent, and then step up and volunteer to serve a parish 

ministry to give of your time and talents back to your 

parish and to God.  A final suggestion for the New Year 

would be to look at our stewardship of treasure and 

develop the habit of generosity. Stewardship is not so 

much something you do, as it is HOW you do something. 

We act as good stewards when we act GENEROUSLY with 

everything God gives us. 
 

Our time, talent and treasure are precious gifts that God 

gives us. How will you use them this year?   

 

9 Days for Life: January 18-26, 2018 
 

9 Days for Life is an annual period 

of prayer and action focused on cherishing 

the gift of every person's life.  It is a 

"digital pilgrimage" of prayer and action.  A 

multi-faceted novena highlighting a different 

intention each day provides reflections, 

bonus information, and suggested actions. Join at 

www.9daysforlife.com to receive the novena through the 9 

Days for Life app, daily emails, or daily texts. 
 

Surrounding the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 

Unborn Children, the overarching intention of the 

centerpiece novena is the end to abortion. However, the 

novena also highlights many other facets of respecting each 

other's God-given dignity, especially by respecting human 

life at every stage and in every circumstance. 
 

9 Days for Life is an opportunity to PRAY for the respect and 

protection of each person's life, GATHER together in prayer, 

action, and fellowship with others, and to SHARE your 

stories online.  
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