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One Church:    

       Encountering Jesus,   

              Equipping Disciples,  

                       Living Mercy   

St. Mary’s Registration  
Registration is open for St. Mary’s for the 2018-2019 school year. 

Preschool still has a few available spots. Kindergarten will have 

round up & a buddy day later this spring. Call Brenda at 336-2664 

for information. Information on our school, tuition, and financial 

assistance can be found on the website stmarysoneill.org or 

contact the school or parish office for a packet.  

            Newly Baptized 
                           Hadi Blake Drueke 
        Daughter of Willy & Holly (Vogt) Drueke 
  

                         Barrett Darrel Dexter 
             Son of Brady & Brandi (Habel) Dexter 

 
 

                  In Loving Memory 

                                                                         Stephanie D. Westerhaus 

                              12/23/1992—2/8/2018 
 

                                 George F. Holm 

                             5/12/1959—2/11/2018 
 

                     Newly Married 

                        Jeremy & Jenna (Thiele) Kaup  

                                      2/23/2018 

Serra International Server Awards 
Every year Archbishop Lucas and the Serra Club of Omaha award 

servers who performed beyond the call of duty; servers who awake 

before dawn to assist at daily Mass; servers who volunteer for 

weddings and funerals; servers who check with the priest or 

deacon before Mass to see if their services are needed. Servers 

from St. Patrick’s that were given this award this year are Charles 

Barlow, Blake Benson, Adam Everitt, Alyssa Fehringer, Andrew 

Koehlmoos, and Tate Thompson.  Thank you to ALL of our servers 

for the important roles they fill!  

KC Fish Frys 
Just a reminder that the KCs are having weekly Friday fish frys 

again this year, from 5:30 to 8 pm at the KC Hall through March 

23rd.  They will have fried & baked fish, baked potatoes, French 

fries, coleslaw, macaroni & cheese, and the bar will be available to 

purchase beverages.  Cost is $8 for adults, $5 for kids.  

Newsletter Sponsors Needed 
Would you (or your business) be willing to sponsor the cost of a 

monthly newsletter? We hear over & over how appreciated this 

communication is to our parish members, especially those who may 

not get to mass as often as they would like. It costs us 

approximately $175 to send out this monthly newsletter, and we 

would greatly appreciate sponsors to off-set these expenses. Please 

contact Jennifer at jennifermwallwey@gmail.com or call 402-336-

1602 if you’d like to help out! Thank you!   

St. Patrick’s Messenger  
March 2018 



There are few annual celebrations are more anticipated by adults than St. Patrick’s Day. For us in O’Neill and Holt 
County there are many stories of St. Patrick’s Days of yesteryear. And we look forward to the events sponsored by 
the local community in the coming days. The Irish Dancers, Bagpipers, Parade, and for some even the green beer. 
 

We will begin our celebration of our Patronal Feast of St. Patrick of Ireland which is a Solemnity for us with Mass 
at 9:00 a.m. on March 17th. We are encouraging a “more Irish” feel in the music for this Mass and we hope that 
many of our parishioners will kick off their day of celebration by joining us. 

 

What do we really know about St. Patrick? We know he never drank a green beer (or even a Guinness). He never 
ate corned beef and cabbage, never drove snakes out of Ireland, and had no leprechaun friends. 

 

Patrick was born in the late fourth century in the modern day Scotland. He was raised as a Christian, but gave 
little notice to his religion. At age 16 he was kidnapped and carried off to Ireland, where he was sold as a slave to 
a landowner. For the next six years he tended the owner’s flocks. It was a lonely job, with days and nights spent 
out in the countryside in solitude in all sorts of weather. It was because of this isolation that he experienced an 
overwhelming spiritual renewal. According to Patrick’s own words, he began praying almost constantly, and his 
indifference toward God turned to adulation and love. 

 

At the age of 22, Patrick had a dream that he was to escape from captivity and return to his homeland and family. 
He spent 20 days walking the 200 miles to the see where he was able to obtain passage on a ship to Gaul (France). 
God was calling this unknown young man to holiness, to sainthood, and to become the apostle to Ireland. He 
claimed during another dream to have heard the voice of the Irish, “We beg you, holy youth, that you shall come 
and walk again amongst us.” Patrick discerned that he was destined to return to Ireland and bring the Good News 
to a people unaware of Jesus Christ. It would take 20 years before he could fulfill this dream. 

 

In 432 St. Germanus of Auxerre, a bishop, saw Patrick’s elevation to bishop and sent him (along with several 
assistants) to Ireland. Bishop Patrick’s objective was to minister to the Christians in Ireland and to evangelize a 
people dismissed as heathens by most of the world. He did not seek to change the culture of those he wished to 
convert; instead he simply introduced Christianity in a way that made it take root and flourish in their pagan 
society. 

 

In fifth century Ireland the population lived in thousands of tribal communities or clans, throughout the country. 
Cities and city life were virtually nonexistent. Each tribe was ruled by a king; everyone lived off the land and was 
beholden to the king, and few had ever heard the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Historians estimate that, during Patrick’s mission, thousands of people were baptized, some 300 bishops ordained 
and hundreds of churches built throughout Ireland. Because of his zeal, passion for Christ and commitment to his 
missionary calling, an entire nation became Christian. 

 

May we move forward with the same zeal, passion, and commitment to making missionary disciples here in our 
little corner of God’s vineyard! 
 

Ad Multo Annos,  
 
 
Father Bernard Starman, Pastor 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 
We will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day 
along with the rest of O’Neill on 
Saturday, March 17th.  Start your day 
with a 9 am Mass for the Solemnity of St. 
Patrick of Ireland.  Volunteers will be 
needed for mass, if you can help. 
 

The annual Mulligan Stew Feed begins at 
11 am in the Parish Hall, until stew is 
gone.  Then go check out the parade at 1 
pm downtown! We look forward to seeing 
you all on March 17th! 

In honor of the holiday of St. Patrick’s Day this 

month on March 17, a few facts you may not have 

known about our beloved St. Patrick & the holiday! 

• March 17 is when Patrick died, not when he was born!   

• St. Patrick wasn’t Irish or born in Ireland!  

• St. Patrick used the shamrock to teach about the Trinity—

Father, Son, & Holy Spirit. 

• Although legend says that St. Patrick drove all the snakes from 

Ireland, it is probably NOT true. There is no evidence that 

snakes have ever existed in Ireland due to its cooler climate. 

• St. Patrick’s Day was a “dry” holiday until 1970.  Irish law 

declared St. Patrick’s Day to be a religious holiday in 1903, 

which meant all pubs were closed down.  This was overturned 

in 1970 when St. Patrick’s Day became a national holiday.   

• Your chance of finding a 4 leaf clover??   Only one in 10,000!  



 

You Can’t Have Easter Without Lent Article taken from Relevantmagazine.com, by Michael Hidalgo 

The word Lent comes from the Latin root meaning “to lengthen.” It reminds us that during the season of spring, the sun 
takes a little longer each evening to settle beyond the horizon. With this, the weather grows warmer, and life emerges 
once more. Lent is our connecting point to the season of life. But this is a messy season. As the snows of winter lie on 
the ground, things get covered, trampled and windblown. Winter brings with it chilling winds that push things over, 
mess things up and even break things. As the snow melts we are left to discover the trash, the litter, the mud and the 

branches beneath the snow. 

It’s much like our lives. Over time, our hearts and souls, when left unattended, get messy. Lent invites us to deal with 
the mess. This is not about quickly cleaning things up and pretending they were never there, nor is it about ignoring the 
mess. Lent invites to roll up our sleeves and sort through the debris of our lives. We are confronted with our mess, and 
so on our foreheads we rub a little dirt reminding ourselves that just as Eden has gone to ashes, so, one day, we will 

too.  We are reminded that we are mere mortals, but at the same time created in the image of God.  

This is what Lent does. It allows us to see the parts of ourselves we’d rather leave covered up. It asks us to drag our full 
self into the light of day no matter how dark it may be. As we near the end of Lent, we encounter Good Friday. For 
centuries, the people of God mark this day by participating in the Stations of the Cross remembering the trial and 

crucifixion of Jesus. 

One station remembers the words Jesus cried while being crucified, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” 
That one phrase sums up the darkness of Lent. At the point of Jesus’ death, He experienced the abandonment of God. 
He was naked, beaten, bleeding, dying, nailed to an instrument of torture and death, crying for a father only to realize 

His dad was nowhere. 

Lent and Good Friday invite us to brush up against the death of Jesus as we sort through the death in our hearts. Good 

Friday is the moment when Jesus’ death and our sin crash into one another. And in that moment we ache for Easter. 

The difference between Easter feeling shallow and Easter meaning something is simple and painful: death. You cannot 
have a resurrection without a death. This is why Lent is so important. It brings us face to face with our mortality and 

the death of Jesus. 

Easter reminds us that in the in the Kingdom of God, death doesn’t have the last word; life does.  Ash Wednesday, Lent 
and Good Friday teach us the resurrection is something we desperately need—for our broken selves and our broken 

world. 

And so, as we travel this Lenten Season, may we remember we are dust and to dust we shall return. May we examine 
our frail, flawed soul and, with Jesus, enter the darkness of our sin and death and journey with Him to the Cross. May 
we be crucified with Christ, and buried in the likeness of His death, so that when we hear the words “He is risen!”, we 

might truly celebrate the resurrection—because we have chosen to die so that we may have life. 

Holy Week & Easter Schedule 
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25     

8 am  Mass at St. Patrick’s 

10 am  Mass at St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s  
 

Wednesday, March 28 

8:10 am  Passion Play at St. Patrick’s 

7:30 pm  Passion Play at St. Patrick’s 
 

Holy Thursday, March 29   No 7 am mass  

7 pm  Holy  Service at St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s 
 

Good Friday, March 30  No 7 am mass 

3 pm  Passion Play at St. Patrick’s 

7 pm  Good Friday Service at St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s 
 

Saturday, March 31 

8:30 pm    Easter Vigil Mass at St. Patrick’s 
 

Easter Sunday, April 1    

8am        Easter Mass at St. Patrick’s 

10 am       Easter Mass at St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s  

Lenten Schedule 
Reconciliation Schedule for RNW Deanery 

Sunday 3/4    5 pm   St. Wenceslaus, Verdigre 

Sunday 3/4    7 pm   St. Joseph in Atkinson 

Sunday,3/18  6 pm   St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

Sunday,3/25  5 pm   St. Ludger, Creighton 

Confessions are available every Saturday at 4:30 

pm at St. Patrick’s 
 

Stations of the Cross at St. Patrick’s 

Mondays March 5, 12, 26   2:45 pm  

Fridays March 2, 9, 16       3:00 pm  

                       

 

Wednesday, 3/28 11:30 am   Early School Dismissal  

Thursday 3/29—Sunday 4/2   No School Easter Break 

Thursday 3/29      Parish Office Closes at 12 pm 

Friday, 3/30 & Monday, 4/2  Parish Office  

Thurs & Fri 3/29 & 3/30  Server Practice at 1 pm 

Saturday, 3/31  RCIA/Server Practice at 1 pm  



St. Patrick’s Parish Council 
There is no current update from the Parish Council.  

St. Mary’s Playground  
It’s official —  we have hit our goal for the 

playground!!!  We ran into some unexpected 

price differences & it took some calls and 

contacts, but we WILL HAVE a new playground 

going in this summer!  I cannot thank all of 

you who have contributed enough; a full list of donors 

will be shared after completion of the project, but a 

quick THANK YOU to the following area businesses for 

their support:  North Central Automation, O’Neill Family 

Pharmacy, Shad’s Electric, Great Plains State Bank, 

Pinnacle Bank, Cole Redi Mix, JR Distributing, Hartingon 

Bank, and Green Pastures.  Special thanks to the Knights 

of Columbus for their gift of over $9200!  (These are 

JUST the business donations, so please know a more 

expansive list will be published soon!)  
 

Tearing out of the old playground will begin after school 

is released for summer, including removal of the 

equipment which will be auctioned off. We should begin 

construction in June, and plan to have everything new & 

ready to go by the time school starts in August! Keep 

your eyes open for pictures of the new playground to 

come! 

 

Finance Committee Update  
2/7/18 meeting summary 

• Development Report was distributed & reviewed. 

Conversation included playground income & plans, 

Seeing the Present campaign, and gym advertising.  

• Profit & loss reports & balance sheets for accounts, 

foundations, and Seeing the Present campaign 

were reviewed.  

• We have 7% still to receive on our campaign 

pledges to meet our pledged amount.  We 

have received $1,710,581 of the original 

pledge amount of $1,842,259.  

• Carol Sibbel led a discussion on underinsuranced 

bank accounts.  

• Employee compensation & insurance program was 

discussed.  Committee will need to make a decision 

on compensation amounts at the next meeting.  

Finance Committee: Fr. Starman, Frosty Peetz, MJ 

Kersenbrock, Carol Sibbel, Kevin Barlow, Rebecca 

Gaughenbaugh, Randy Hupp, Ryan Berg, Matt 

Winkelbauer.  

School Advisory Board Update  
1/10/18 Minutes Summary 

• Recent events & celebrations at St. Mary’s included: 

• Academic All-State students were named: 

Abby Everitt, Katie Pongratz, Grant 

Winkelbauer, Paige Tomjack. 

• Jared Atkeson was named the NE USA 

Wrestling “EZ Flex Class D Wrestler of the 

Week.”  

• Geography Bee winners were Andrew 

Koehlmoos, Emma Winkelbauer, James 

Krotter 

• Grade School & High School students were 

paired up as Advent Angels.  

• Presentations included:  5th Grade Living 

Nativity, Preschool & K-6th Christmas 

programs, 2nd Grade Hopeless Camel, 4th 

Grade Native American Boxes, 3rd Grade Wax 

Museum, 1st & 6th Grade Gingerbread 

Houses, and 5th grade & Kindergarten Polar 

Express. 

• Jennifer Wallwey presented an update on the 

playground, including some of the building details 

and financials.  

• Catholic schools Week is January 28-February 3, and 

Cody is meeting with the Catholic Schools 

committee.  Currently planned are: Danny Ledger 

performance, 8th graders going to mass at St. Mary’s 

in Norfolk, all school mass & early dismissal on 

Friday, and various service projects. 

• The policy on exempting “A” students from their 

semester exams was discussed.  

• February meeting agenda will include: sex ed 

curriculum, new school improvement plan, and 

review of the Spring 2017 AdvancED Stakeholder 

Feedback Data Document.  

St. Mary’s School Board: Principal Cody Havranek, 

President Father Bernard Starman, Shad Thompson, 

Cameron Everitt, Ranell Otte, Julie Barlow, Ann Crumly, 

Ann Krotter, Nancy Berg. 

 


