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OUR VISION STATEMENT:  
St. Patrick’s Parish is a vibrant community of faith that welcomes all 
people to encounter Jesus Christ.  We are committed through prayer 

and action to form disciples to serve God and one another. 

Alpha Begins Again! 
St. Patrick’s Parish is happy to announce that it will be hosting its 
second ALPHA program, beginning March 17, 2019, and running 
through the next 11 weeks.  ALPHA is designed to form and 
strengthen the Christian faith of those who participate in it. ALPHA 
is a series of interactive weekly gatherings that includes a dinner, a 
video, and small group discussion. ALPHA offers its participants a 
new, fresh perspective of our faith. It specifically focuses on 
developing a deep relationship with the person of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, and His love for us as His children.  

Our committed desire at St. Patrick’s is that every person who is 
hungry for an encounter with Jesus will have the opportunity to 
feed and nourish the desire to draw closer to Christ. As His 
disciples, ALPHA offers us a renewed invitation to make real Jesus’ 
call to spread His Word to our families, our community and to all 
the world. To register, please call the parish center at 402-336-
1602 or Deacon MJ Kersenbrock at 402-340-1126. 

JOIN US FOR ALPHA. 

Stations of the Cross 

Stations of the Cross will be prayed every Friday evening during 
Lent, at 5:30 pm and at 7:30 pm, at St. Patrick’s church.  We 
invite you to join the families of the parish for the 5:30 Stations, 
or, if you desire, for the later 7:30 Stations.  This Lenten season, 
please prayerfully consider attending one of these ancient grace-
filled devotions. 

5:30 stations: 

= March 8—Ryan & Amber Parks family 

= March 15—Kevin & Julie Barlow family 

= March 22—Cameron & Jill Everitt family 

= March 29—Matt & Ranell Otte family 

= April 5—Unassigned 

= April 12—Eric & Kate Popkes family 

All 7:30 stations will be led by Tom Peters. 

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day 
Saint Patrick's Day is celebrated each year on 
March 17th. In Ireland, Saint Patrick's Day is both 
a holy day and a national holiday.  Saint Patrick 
is the patron saint of Ireland as he was the one 
who brought Christianity to the Irish.  

According to legend, Saint Patrick used a 
shamrock to explain about God. The shamrock, 
which looks like clover, has three leaves on each 
stem.  Saint Patrick told the people that the 

shamrock was like the idea of the Trinity, that in the one God 
there are three divine beings: the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. The shamrock was sacred to the Druids, so Saint Patrick's use 
of it in explaining the trinity was very wise.  

Although it began in Ireland, Saint Patrick's Day is celebrated in 
countries around the world. People with Irish heritage remind 
themselves of the beautiful green countryside of Ireland by wearing 
green and taking part in the festivities.  



March 1 
5:30 pm First Fish Fry—KC Hall 

 

March 6 
 7 am Ash Wednesday mass—SP 

8:10 am Ash Wednesday All School Mass—SP 
7 pm Ash Wednesday mass—SP & SJ 

 

March 7-8 
Spring Break—No School at St. Mary’s 

 

March 13 
6:30 pm Confirmation Class—PH 

 

March 16 
11 am—1 pm Mulligan Stew—PH 
1 pm St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

 

March 20 
No School at St.  Mary’s Teacher In-Service 

 

March 23 
5 pm Prom Mass—SP 

6 pm St. Mary’s Prom Banquet—PH  
OHS & St. Mary’s Prom—Community Center 

 

Every Friday of March 
5:30 pm Stations of the Cross—SP 

5:30 pm KC Fish Fry—KC Hall 
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross—SP 

Newsletter Sponsors 
Would you (or your business) be willing to sponsor the cost of a 
monthly newsletter? We hear over and over how appreciated this 
communication is to our parish members, especially those who may 
not get to mass as often as they would like. You could sponsor this 
from your business, or in honor of a loved one, or even in memory 
of loved ones. It costs us approximately $175 to send out this 
monthly newsletter. Please contact Jennifer at                                                                                                
jennifermwallwey@gmail.com or call 402-336-1602. Thank you! 

SPAR Bus Trip  
Mark your calendars for Thursday, May 2nd for the 
next SPAR bus trip!  The tentative schedule for this 
trip includes tours of St. Boniface in Elgin, with a 

possible Plantation House stop, St. Bonaventure in Raeville, along 
with a Raeville Rectory tour and a catered lunch.  More specific 
details to come and signup will begin April 14, 2019. 

The Triple R Gospel Study  
RELAX your mind and body, REJOICE in God’s love and mercy, & 
REFRESH your relationship with Christ this Lenten season by 
joining Stephanie for a 6-week Gospel study. Each week, a Gospel 
reading will be provided for meditation, discussion, and spiritual 
growth, in addition to a yoga session for mind and body relaxation 
in preparation for the upcoming work week. All are welcome! 
Meeting on Sundays from March 10 to April 14, 7 to 8:15 pm at St. 
Mary’s Commons. **Please bring a journal and yoga mat.  

Dear St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s Parish Families, 
  
Happy March! I hope it means that warmer weather is on its way. March is always a busy month and this year is no 
exception. The solemn penitential season of lent begins on March 6th with our celebration of Ash Wednesday. The 
Knights of Columbus Council #701 will be having their fish fry’s on the Friday’s of Lent (except for Good Friday) from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. at the KC Hall. At St. Patrick’s during most of the weeks of Lent there will be 4 opportunities each week 
for the Stations of the Cross. We will also celebrate our patronal feasts of  St. Patrick and St. Joseph on March 17th and 
March 19th respectively and the Solemnity of the Annunciation on March 25th. 
 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during 
Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. 
For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, 
a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The 
norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. 

Members of the Eastern Catholic Churches are to observe the particular law of their own sui iuris Church. 
If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more 
readily his Resurrection. 

As I do every year, I encourage you to “give up” something that is truly meaningful to you. Not just something that we 
won’t miss that much. For example I could give up candy or dessert’s …but the fact is I don’t eat them anyway so it’s 
not really a sacrifice. Giving up pasta or breads, would be much more in line of sacrifice for me. 

I also encourage you to do something “extra” to grow in your faith and your relationship with Jesus during these holy 
days of Lent. Maybe attend stations each week, go to one or more daily Masses during the week, be a part of ALPHA, 
volunteer, join a bible study, do something kind for someone each day, pick a prayer partner 
and spend some time praying together. The possibilities are endless. 

Happy Lent! 

Next month, I hope to be able give you some updates on our realignment of parishes, and the 
pastoral planning process. 

Also, save the date for our parish mission which will be April 7th through the 9th for all 
parishioners, and April 10th specifically for our FIAT and Confirmation candidates, all 
beginning at 7 p.m. 



         Newly Baptized 

                         
 Harrison James Mathine 

Son of Benjamin & Amber (Baseggio) 
Mathine 

 
St. Joseph’s 

 

Beau Dean Hoffman 
Son of Matthew & Tiffany (Thramer) 

Hoffman 
 

         Newly Married 
     

Connor & Samantha (Slack) Connot 

February 2, 2019 

        In Loving Memory 
Jim Schaaf 

December 18, 1954 - February 13, 2019  

Brother of parishioners: Annette Mahoney, 

John Schaaf, Joe Schaaf, Danny Schaaf, 

Vernie Schaaf, & Nick Schaaf 

Mulligan Stew feed on March 16th  
The annual St. Patrick's Day celebration is around the 
corner, and just a reminder that we ask that the 
parents of the St. Mary’s students K-12 help us provide 
food for the Mulligan Stew Feed.  This year we are 
asking that families whose names begin with A-N bring 
2 dozen bars, a cake, or 2 pies, and families whose 
names begin with O-Z bring stew.  Letters that include 
the stew recipe will be sent home with the students 
soon.  

Fish Fry 
KCs first fish fry of the year will be 
Friday, March 1st, from 5:30 to 8 pm at 
the KC Hall! Then plan to join us every 
Friday of Lent!  

The Catholic Faith. On Demand 
FORMED (www.formed.org) On Demand is a subscription 
service offering access to thousands of studies, films, 
audios, and ebooks. Discover great digital media from over 
40 of the best Catholic content producers. Enter the parish 
access code QNWQHV, create your profile and browse the 
vast content.  

What If Your Paycheck Didn’t Come 
Regularly? 

Most of our parishioners are blessed with consistent 
and dependable paychecks.  Yet, have you ever 
thought about how you would manage your bills and 
schedule your payments if you were never sure how 
much money you were going to have in your bank 
account?  This is a problem that our parish faces every 
month.  Weekly giving can fluctuate from $6,200 to 
$17,900. While we are grateful for any gift that any 
parishioner can give at any time, to help us maintain a 
more consistent cash flow, we have two “automatic 
giving” and/or online giving programs. Those 
parishioners who are using the program tell us it is a 
great help to them, too.  It allows them to clearly 
budget the amount that they want to give back to God 
and helps them feel assured that their parish is 
receiving their gift even when they are out-of-town, 
too busy to remember an envelope, or attending Mass 
at another parish. One of the key benefits to an 
electronic giving program for both the church and the 
contributor is convenience. In fact, the convenience 
factor is the primary reason cited by parishioners who 
have elected to support their church by an automatic 
contribution. Keep in mind that that you can change 
or cancel your giving through at anytime.  

  

Many of our parishioners elect to use Automatic 
Withdrawal for their weekly/monthly giving.  If you 
are interested in setting up an automatic withdrawal 
from your checking or savings account at your bank, 
contact Cheleigh at the parish office. 

 

You can also use our Online Giving option with your 
debit card, credit card, checking, or savings account 
through WeShare.  Simply follow these steps:  
1. Go to stpatoneill.org & click the “Give to St. 

Patrick’s Online” box.  
2. Set up an account. (This option can be used for 

regular giving, or for special collections!)  
3. Choose payment option & customize your 

donation.  
Contact Jennifer at the Parish Office with any 
questions.  

Catholic Youth at Unite 
Brian Greenfield will ignite a fire in the hearts of youth as the 
headliner for Teen Unite on June 8th! 

Brian believes that God has given him gifts to bring the 
message of Jesus Christ to others and knows that there is a 
prevailing hopelessness in this world that can only be 
remedied through an encounter with Christ. 

“Brian evangelizes from his heart and has changed the hearts 
of others through the gospel. Brian is honest, funny and 
amazingly down to earth—just what this worlds need when 
talking about the love of Jesus Christ! What a gift to the young 
Church Brian is” - Leah Darrow 

Registration for youth closes May 1 and is on a first-come, 
first-served basis, so register today! 

= Thank you to Jeanie Miller for the KCups for 
St. Patrick’s parish office and St. Mary’s 
teachers’ lounges.  

= Thank you to Tom Peters for his donation of 
the “Way of the Cross” books for Stations of the 
Cross. 

= Thank you to Leo O’Malley for his extremely generous gift 
to St. Patrick’s. 

= Thank you to alumni Morris Pongratz for his gift of money 
for grants to St. Mary’s students, given in memory of his 
father and mother, Bernard & Vera Pongratz.  



St. Mary’s Advisory Board Update 
1/9/19 Minutes Summary 

• A report of heating/cooling needs & options for the school 
buildings was conducted by ETI at the beginning of January. 

• New billboard advertising St. Mary’s is up east of town. 

• Awards for students in last month: 

• Cardinal Virtue Award for Appreciation given to 
Makenna Mudloff, Olivia Cole, Mallory Berg, Memphis 
Brabec, Cooper Cole, Sarah Wiese, Aubrey Wohlert, 
and Seth Popes. 

• Kyle Pribil placed 2nd in the Patriot’s Pen essay 
contest & will move on to district competition. 

• We received a donation of 100 desks and 9 podiums from 
Creighton Prep.  Thanks to those who helped get them, let 
us use their trucks/trailer, and do the hard work:  Nate 
Kelly, Cody Havranek, Gib Kelly, Bruce Mitchelle, & Dave 
Pongratz. 

• We have two new students at St. Mary’s, an 8th grader & a 
senior.  

• Honor Roll Breakfast is scheduled for January 11.  

• A new Activity Eligibility policy was approved.  
 The following requirements are applied to all school 

sponsored activities including activity trips:   A student’s 
academic eligibility will be reviewed weekly throughout the 
school year beginning with the 3rd week of each quarter.  
To be eligible in activities at St. Mary’s a student must 
achieve the following: 
*Students must maintain a minimum of 1.5 GPA for the 

grading period. 
*A student must not be failing more than 1 course on a 

weekly basis. 
*A student must not be failing on individual course for two 

or more consecutive grade checks.   
 Grade reviews will take place on Monday morning. Students 

determined to be ineligible and will not be allowed to 
participate in any contest, event, or activity trip.  
Furthermore, a student will not be allowed to miss any 
class time in order to attend a co-curricular event, field 
trip, activity trip, etc.  Students becoming ineligible as a 
result of a quarter progress report will be ineligible for the 
first two weeks of the next quarter until the next grade 
check.  

 Students determined to be ineligible will be required to 
meet with the teachers of the class they are failing from 
3:30 to 4:00 pm on a daily basis until the grade is raised to 
passing.  A student failing more than one class will need to 
meet with each teacher during that time.   

• Zach Crumly and Grady Semin presented the proposed 
agenda for the Senior Trip scheduled for March 16-19.  The 
seniors plan to go skiing at Terry Peak in South Dakota.    

Members:  Nancy Berg, Ann Krotter, Dave Pongratz, Cameron 
Everitt, Ann Crumly, Ranelle Otte, Nate Kelly, Father Starman, 
and Cody Havranek.  

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter! 

Notice of AED 
You will notice in the back of St. Patrick’s Church 
that we have installed an AED, Automatic External 
Defibrillator. Hopefully we will never have to use it, 
but if the need arises, we’ll be ready. Thank you to 
Kevin & Jodi Loecker for getting it set up! 

St. Mary’s $10,000 Raffle &  
Wild West Night 

Friday April 26, 7pm at KC Hall 
Spiff up those boots, and pull out your 
chaps... This year’s $10,000 Raffle is 

takin’ a trip back to the Wild West! Ticket price of 
$100 includes: Entry into $10,000 Raffle with a 
chance to win anywhere from $200 to $10,000, AND 
Entrance for TWO to Wild West Casino Night, 
including appetizers & snacks, great entertainment, 
& the chance to win more prizes!  Cash bar 
available.  Ticket Sales begin on March 13th & we 
are limited to only 250 sold!  Contact a member of 
the School Board OR stop by the Parish Office!  

Lenten Schedules 
Ash Wednesday Masses will be Wednesday, March 
6th.  St. Patrick’s will have a 7:00 am, 8:10 am, and 
7:00 pm mass.  St. Joseph Amelia will have a 7:00 
pm mass.  

Stations of the Cross each Friday from March 8 to 
April 12 at 5:30 pm and 7:30 pm at St. Patrick’s.  
St. Mary’s High School will also have Stations of the 
Cross at 3 pm  & St. Mary’s Grade School at 8:10 
am on Friday March 15, 22, 29, April 5 & 12 at St. 
Patrick’s.  All are welcome.  

Confessions: Along with the regular Saturday 
afternoon Confessions from 4:30 until 5:30 p.m. 
there will be a  Communal Reconciliation Service 
on Tuesday, April 9th at 7 pm at St. Patrick’s. The 
reconciliation services for the Rural Northwest 
Deanery are below.  

Rural Northwest Deanery Lenten 
Reconciliation Schedule 

Sunday, March 10th, 2:00 p.m. Sacred Heart Parishes 
of Boyd County at St. Mary’s in Spencer. 

Sunday, March 24th, 5:00 p.m. St. Wenceslaus and 
St. Williams, at St. Wenceslaus in Verdigre 

Sunday, April 7th, 4:00 p.m. St. Peter’s in Ewing 

Sunday, April 7th, 5:30 p.m. St. John the Baptist in 
Deloit Township 

Sunday, April 7th, 7:00 p.m. St. Theresa of Avila in 
Clearwater 

Tuesday, April 9th 7:00 p.m. St. Patrick and St. 
Joseph at St. Patrick’s in O’Neill  (Mission talk from 
7:00 to 7:30, Confessions begin at 7:30). 

Sunday, April 14th 5:00 p.m. St. Ignatius and St. 
Ludger’s at St. Ludger’s in Creighton. 


