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February 2019 

OUR VISION STATEMENT:  
St. Patrick’s Parish is a vibrant community of faith that welcomes all 
people to encounter Jesus Christ.  We are committed through prayer 

and action to form disciples to serve God and one another. 

Mark your calendars in advance for the annual 
“Vegas Night & $10,000 Raffle” on Friday, April 
26th.  This year we are looking at an Old West 
theme.  If you’d like to be part of the planning 
fun & preparation, please let Jennifer know!  

June 23, 2019 
 St. Joseph’s 100th anniversary celebration  
Our biggest task right now is getting information for the book that 
will be available to purchase. With your help, it will contain 
church history, pictures, and memories. We are in desperate need 
of more pictures and stories from parishioners, both past and 
present, of anything relating to parish life at St. Joseph’s in 
Amelia. We will make a page available in the book for anyone 
who submits information/photos. 

So, dig out those old photos or jot down a memory or story and 
contact one of the committee members! The sooner the better!! 
Thank You! 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Tammy Barelmann, JoLynn Cameron, Ann 
DeVries, Mary Jo Doolittle, Sandra Homolka, Michelle Jarman 
Brase, Vicki Tomjack, Jean Waldo 

Lenten Small Group Initiative 
Have you ever been asked or wanted to lead a small group Bible 
or Apologetic's study and felt “ill-equipped” to do so? There will 
be a training at St. Patrick’s in O’Neill on Thursday, February 7th 
from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall. At this 
training, you will learn how to build and lead a Lenten small 
group that fosters real relationships and an authentic encounter 
with the Lord. Call the parish office to register or register online 
at: archdioceseofomaha.formstack.com/forms/lent19  

In all, there are about a dozen St. 
Valentines, plus a pope.  

By: Elizabeth Hanes 

The saint we celebrate on Valentine’s Day is known officially as 
St. Valentine of Rome in order to differentiate him from the 
dozen or so other Valentines on the list. 
Because “Valentinus”—from the Latin word 
for worthy, strong or powerful—was a 
popular moniker between the second and 
eighth centuries A.D., several martyrs over 
the centuries have carried this name. The 
official Roman Catholic roster of saints shows 
about a dozen who were named Valentine or 
some variation thereof. The most recently beatified Valentine is 
St. Valentine Berrio-Ochoa, a Spaniard of the Dominican order 
who traveled to Vietnam, where he served as bishop until his 
beheading in 1861. Pope John Paul II canonized Berrio-Ochoa in 
1988. There was even a Pope Valentine, though little is known 
about him except that he served a mere 40 days around A.D. 827.  



February 6 
6:30 pm  Confirmation Class—PH 

 

February 14-16 
State Wrestling 

 

February 17 
2 pm JH/HS Band Concert at OHS 

 

February 20 
7 pm Religious Education Mass 

 

February 22 
Staff Appreciation Meal 

 

February 28 
Girls State Basketball 

 

Dear Western Holt and Boyd County Catholic Parishioners and School Families: 
 

Since shortly after my arrival in Holt County in July of 2015, I have occasionally in homilies and more frequently in 
various parish meetings spoken about the Archdiocesan Pastoral Planning Process that the Archdiocese began in the 
Rural Central and Rural Southwest Deaneries in 2015 and 2016. We anticipated beginning that process in late 2016 or 
2017 but because of several issues with the planning process, we were put on hold. The Archdiocese and the Pastoral 
Planning Office contracted with the  Meitler Group from Milwaukee, Wisconsin to facilitate the process. After immense 
negative pushback from the RC and RSW deanery parishioners and priests, the contract with the Meitler Group was 
terminated and the archdiocese went back to “square one.” Late last fall the Archdiocesan Priests Personnel Board, 
began to ask the question of the archbishop and other curial officials when the planning process would be restarted. It 
essentially “restarted” at that meeting. Fr. Jeff Lorig has assumed the role as Director of Pastoral Planning for the 
Archdiocese for the long term. Here is what we know: 
 
The  current planning focuses on the 14 rural counties of the archdiocese. In the archdiocese there are 138 parishes, 38 
urban, 16 suburban, and 84 rural. Of those parishes 86 have resident pastors, 29 urban, 16 suburban, 41 rural. There are 
currently 32 assistant pastors, or priests assigned to high schools as full time chaplains. 16 urban, 10, suburban and 6 
rural. 4 priests are assigned to the Chancery, and 9 are in “other ministries” Military, Hospital Chaplaincy, Seminary 
Work, USCCB, etc.  for a total of 132 active diocesan priests. This does not include the Jesuits, Benedictines, Columban 
Fathers or any other religious community serving in the archdiocese.  
 

We know based on the age of our priests that by the year 2023, we will have at least 24 fewer active priests. We also 
know that the population of the rural counties of the archdiocese peaked in 1930 and that our current rural population 
is nearly the same as it was in 1890.  
 

The priest personnel board, along with the archbishop and the vicar for clergy looked at all of the data we’d collected 
including but not limited to the above and began to formulate a plan to not only prepare for the 24 less priests in 2023, 
but also to, we hope get ahead of a predicted continuing decrease in the number of priests.  
 
What we have proposed is a series of realignment of parishes throughout the rural area, that for the present time DOES 
NOT close any parishes. The proposal was presented to the Archdiocesan Council of Priests at its December meeting and 
to all the priests of the archdiocese on January 10th.  Fr. Lorig and I met with Fr. Weeder, and the parish pastoral 
councils from Amelia, Atkinson, O’Neill and Stuart on Friday, January 11th, and Fr. Weeder, Dcn. Kersenbrock and I met 
with Fr. Scheinost and the parish pastoral council of Sacred Heart Parish of Boyd County on Tuesday, January 15, 2019.  
 
How does this affect you?  
 

The proposal is that St. Patrick’s – O’Neill, St. Joseph’s – Amelia, St. Joseph’s – Atkinson, St. Boniface – Stuart, Ss. Peter 
and Paul – Butte, St. Mary’s – Spencer, and Assumption BVM – Lynch realign with ONE Pastor and TWO associates in the 
near future.  
Other realignments include Ewing, St. John’s, Clearwater, Elgin, Raeville and Petersburg with 1 pastor and 1 associate. 
(Neligh and Tilden will be added into that cluster at some future date.) 
 

These realignments mean that ALL of us are going to have to adjust to some changes. Mass schedules for Sunday’s, 
weekdays, holy days and holidays, will be just a beginning. More collaboration and shared services between all of the 
parishes is also being explored. I will be inviting 3 people from St. Patrick’s pastoral council and Leadership Team and 3 
from St. Joseph’s pastoral council to be members of the RNW Pastoral Planning Team. The other parishes will have like 
representation from their pastoral councils. As the Dean (Vicar Forane) of the Rural Northwest Deanery, I have been 
appointed as the “convener” of the Pastoral Planning Team. We will ultimately prepare a series of proposed 
recommendations to Archbishop Lucas and he will then make a decision as to our future.  
 

Again, there are no planned closures and all existing corporate structures of the parishes and schools in the planning 
area will remain (for the time being) as they are presently under civil and canon law.  
 
I hope to have a town hall meeting in the near future where the entire plan can be presented to anyone who has 
interest.  
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Bernard G. Starman  
Dean RNW Deanery  



 Thank you to MJ & Jane Kersenbrock 
for their donation of the office desk for 
our Communications Coordinator, and to 
Tony Novak, Scott Novak, Tony Bosn, & 
Tim Schneider, for getting it moved in! 

 Thank you to Tom Donohoe for his gift to St. 
Mary’s Schools! 

 Thank you to Bernard & JoEllen Kamphaus for the 
shredder for the parish office and to Rosemary 
Workman for her donation to cover the cost of an 
electric stapler for the parish office.  

 Thank you to Toby Kloppenborg & Marilyn Rabe 
for the KCups for the parish office and schools’  
teacher lounges! 

Newsletter Sponsors 
Would you (or your business) be willing to sponsor the cost of a 
monthly newsletter? We hear over and over how appreciated this 
communication is to our parish members, especially those who 
may not get to mass as often as they would like. You could 
sponsor this from your business, or in honor of a loved one, or 
even in memory of loved ones. It costs us approximately $175 to 
send out this monthly newsletter. Please contact Jennifer at 
jennifermwallwey@gmail.com or call 402-336-1602. Thank you! 

St. Patrick’s Parish Council  
12/19/18 Minutes Summary 
• Deacon Kersenbrock gave an update on the recently 

completed first session of ALPHA. The schedule was 
modified on a few occasions to accommodate issues that 
arose such as weather in order to complete the program 
before Christmas. It appears to have been a positive 
experience for those involved and we will plan another 
session in the spring of 2019. 

• Father Starman thanked the members of the Pastoral 
Council and others who helped with the Soup Supper 
portion of the Annual Christmas Closet. It was another 
successful event and we have been asked to provide the 
service again next year.  

• Discussion was held regarding a suggestion to have a 
stretcher permanently located in the church in the event 
that someone needed to be taken to the hospital. A  
parishioner suggested that with our proximity to the 
hospital, a few men could carry a person over quicker 
than waiting for an ambulance. Council members 
discussed the idea and felt that there would be too 
much liability involved. Further discussion determined 
that an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) would be 
a good idea even if it never was used.  

• Potential dates were discussed for a joint council 
meeting with the parish councils from Amelia, Atkinson, 
O’Neill, and Stuart.  

• A voucher program tuition reduction for preschool for 
parishioners who have their children baptized at St. 
Patrick’s was discussed. Council was in favor and the 
idea will be presented to finance council at their 
January meeting. 

• The Council discussed Confirmation Mass, including the 
possibility of having Father Starman confirm the classes 
(with delegation from Archbishop Lucas.) The 
confirmation families and council were open to that 
possibility. 

• Council continued to review viability statements. 
 
Parish Council: Bryan Corkle, Wendell Spencer, Sue 
Pongratz, Brenda Hupp, Becky Dean, Tom Peters, Nancy 
Berg, MJ Kersenbrock, and Father Starman.  

         Newly Baptized 

                         
 Max McIntosh 

Son of Russ & Chelsea McIntosh 
 

Westen William Dierks 
Son of Nathan & Chelsey (Cech) Dierks 

 

         Newly Married 
     

Edward & Sarah (Hansen) Hoffman 

                  January 19, 2019 

        In Loving Memory 
Luanne Adams 

3/18/1934—1/14/2019 

Amazon Smile Donations 
If you shop on Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com/
ch/47-0413713 and Amazon donates to St. Patrick's 
Catholic Church OR go to smile.amazon.com/ch/47-
0595726 and Amazon donates to St. Mary's School.  
We receive anywhere from $30 to $120 every 3 
months on each of those accounts!  

Forgiving Forward  
The Forgiving Forward Seminar is an opportunity to 
learn Heaven’s protocols for forgiveness and how to 
accurately apply them. This seminar will provide you 
with the tools to receive freedom from the torment 
you experience because of past wounds. It will also 
teach you how to guide others in the forgiveness pro-
cess. Using expositional teaching from the Scripture, 
the tools the seminar teaches will restore marriages, 
reunite families and unify churches.  

Date: Friday, Feb. 1 (7-9pm) & Sat. Feb.. 2 (9am-1pm) 
Location: Faith Community Church, 515 N10th, O’Neill 
Cost: $10/person (Seminar Materials)  
For More Information: 402-336-3263  

Join Father Starman on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 
February 2020.  The pilgrimage 
will include 12 days of 
experiencing the places that you 
have heard about in the Gospels 
for so long. This will be an 
experience of a lifetime and it will 

forever change the way you read and understand the 
Scriptures. Pick up a brochure from the Parish Office for 
pricing and more information.  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=75N5601ZWOTI&K=33ZUXIS8M0YG&M=urn:rtn:msg:20180312140313e551c3834fdc45b685a8934ebbd0p0na&R=YT9MT9FNUF12&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F47-0413713&H=UXA8HMMPD0KYMMK1ZQOLAEKEWGIA
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=75N5601ZWOTI&K=33ZUXIS8M0YG&M=urn:rtn:msg:20180312140313e551c3834fdc45b685a8934ebbd0p0na&R=YT9MT9FNUF12&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F47-0413713&H=UXA8HMMPD0KYMMK1ZQOLAEKEWGIA
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0595726
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0595726


St. Mary’s Advisory Board Update 
12/12/18 Minutes Summary 

• School board by-laws need to be reviewed and updated at 
the next meeting. 

• Fr. Starman gave an update on the pastoral planning process 
for the area, and also informed us that he sent a letter to 
all parishioners/school families regarding the Attorney 
General’s report released on 11/30/18 listing clergy 
members who were accused of misconduct, including 7 of 
whom were directly associated with our school and/or 
church at one time. 

• Special Events in the last couple of months included: Red 
Ribbon Week, 5th Graders Fairy Tale Play, First Grade 
“Littlest Pumpkin” Play, 3rd Grade Wax Museum, 
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade Thanksgiving Feast, 
Elementary Christmas Program, Living Nativity,  Veteran’s 
Day program (which included the  presentation of a quilt of 
valor to Jim Summers), Father/Daughter Dance sponsored 
by Dance Team, an area author came to share her book, and 
the cheerleaders held winter sports kick-off 

• Awards— 

• Cardinal Virtue Award for Compassion given to 
Trynlee Shoemaker, Laura Otte, Ryder Novak, 
Madison Nolan, Ava Shald, John Mlnarik, Anna Otte, 
& Adilyn Shald 

• NVC Volleyball All Conference—Abby Everitt 2nd 
Team, Abby Hedstrom Honorable Mention 

• NSAA Academic All State:  Volleyball—Abby Everitt, 
Katie Pongratz.  Football—Grant Winkelbauer & 
Adam Everitt.  Play Production: Betsy Crumly & 
Alyssa Fehringer.   

• All district football:   Football 1st team—Cole 
Rosenkrans, Jack Krotter, Grant Winkelbauer.  2nd 
team—Jacob Pongratz, Zach Crumly, Aidan 
Hedstrom.  Honorable Mention—Grady Semin, Jacob 
Wiese, Connor Semin 

• Paula and Jennie, Vice-Principals, discussed marketing and 
recruitment ideas, including a Tuition Reduction Incentive 
program and welcome grants for transfer students.  
“Kindergarten Voucher” for families having children 
baptized in the parish was also discussed.  

• Archdiocese Catholic Schools office has presented a 
suggested policy manual.  Father Starman and Mr. Havranek 
will review.  

• Discussion was held regarding grade school “club” activities 
and a lack of communication that is becoming an issue.  Mr. 
Havranek will draft a policy for board to review. 

• Teachers have suggested a change to high school eligibility 
policy, making it that students are ineligible for extra 
curricular activities if they are failing 2 classes in one week, 
or one class for 2 weeks in a row.  It was also discussed 
having a detention tied to this, with student spending 1/2 
hour after school with teacher of the class they are failing.  
Mr. Havranek will draft an amended policy to discuss.  

• Honor Roll Breakfast will be held.  
 
Members:  Nancy Berg, Ann Krotter, Dave Pongratz, Cameron 
Everitt, Ann Crumly, Ranelle Otte, Nate Kelly, Father Starman, 
and Cody Havranek.  

What Will Your Legacy Be? 
 

Your legacy tells your life story and must 
be cultivated through thoughtful 
planning.  It often starts with an estate 
plan.  The Archdiocese of Omaha’s Living 

Legacy Circle recognizes those who have made a 
provision in their estate plans for the Archdiocese 
of Omaha, or one of its parishes or schools.  
 

For more information about how to become a 
member of the Living Legacy Circle, or if you have 
any questions concerning estate planning and how 
to go about leaving us in your estate plans, please 
visit archomaha.org/legacy or contact Jennifer 
Wallwey at the Parish Office or Tony LaMar, 
Legacy Planning Officer at the Archdiocese, 402-
557-5650, ajlamar@archomaha.org.  
 

If you have made a planned gift or future bequest 
to St. Patrick’s or St. Mary’s, please let me know.  
I want to ensure that we recognize our families 
and individuals who are part of our own “Living 
Legacy” locally. Thank you! 

Jennifer Wallwey, Development Director 

Click To Pray (www.clicktopray.org) is a platform 
that invites men and women from around the 
world to accompany the Pope in a mission of 
compassion for the world. Download the app 
today! 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter! 

On June 8, 2019, experience your faith in a new 
way - a vibrant, joy-filled, one-day Catholic event 
called ArchOmaha Unite! Thousands of Catholics 
from every corner of the archdiocese will rally 
together to celebrate hope, family, community and 
ALL the things that make us ‘who we are’ in the 
Archdiocese of Omaha. Don’t miss out on this once-
in-a-lifetime event!  Admission is free, but space is 
limited!  Save a place for you and your family at 
Unite by registering today at unite.Archomaha.org 

http://www.clicktopray.org/
https://unite.archomaha.org/

