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One Church:    

       Encountering Jesus,   

              Equipping Disciples,  

                       Living Mercy   
Archdiocese of Omaha 

St. Patrick’s Messenger  
 June & July 2019 

OUR VISION STATEMENT:  
St. Patrick’s Parish is a vibrant community of faith that welcomes all 
people to encounter Jesus Christ.  We are committed through prayer 

and action to form disciples to serve God and one another. 

June 23, 2019 
 St. Joseph’s 

100th anniversary 
celebration  

Mark Your Calendars and make plans to be part of the 
celebration of the 100th Anniversary of St. Joseph’s Parish. 

• 3:00 pm Centennial Mass with Archbishop George Lucas 

• 5:00-7:00 pm Dinner at the Chambers Community Center  

Dinner tickets must be purchased in advance. Stop by the Parish 
Office for $10 tickets or visit our website to purchase tickets for 
$10.50. 

There will be a shuttle from the Chambers Community Center to 
St. Joseph’s in Amelia and back from 2:00-5:00 pm in order to 
help with congested parking in Amelia. 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter! 

 

 

 

 

 Totus Tuus is a summer youth program that combines catechesis 
and having fun! The youthfulness and energy of the teachers is 
contagious. 

Don’t miss this year’s session that will be held at St. Patrick’s 
Church from June 15-June 21, 2019.  

 For grade school children (1-6), the program runs Monday-
Friday 9am-2:30pm and costs $15/child or $40/family (3 or 
more children). Children should bring a sack lunch and snacks 
to share. The day includes catechetical instruction, daily Mass, 
songs, games, and recess.  

 For high school and junior high youth, the program runs Sunday
-Thursday 7-9 pm. There is no cost for the high school/junior 
high program, but youth should bring snacks to share.  

 Registration forms can be picked up at the parish office.  

 If you’d be willing to help with Totus Tuus (high school 
students are a huge help during the grade school program!) 
please contact Stephanie Nemec.  



Dear St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s Parishioners, Benefactors and 

Friends,  

During these Easter Days which will draw to a close at sunset on the 

great feast of Pentecost, we’ve been hearing in the readings at Mass 

and I hope reflecting a little bit about the growth and establishment 

of the early Church after Jesus’ Resurrection. Paul and Barnabas were 

among the first of the apostles to bring the gospel (Good News) to the 

various communities of Asia Minor (modern day Turkey). In their first 

Missionary Journey they traveled to ten different communities (Acts 

14: 21-27). The names may sound strange to us – Syrian Antioch, 

Selucia, Salamis, Paphos, Perga, Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, 

Derbe, and Attalia – the names seem strange to us because we aren’t 

familiar with them. For the people living in those places the names 

were as familiar as Amelia, Atkinson, Butte, Lynch, O’Neill, Spencer or 

Stuart are to us.  

As apostles, Paul and Barnabas were also among the first priests. 

When they reached each community, they first preached the good 

news of the forgiveness of sins and new life through Jesus’ passion, 

death and resurrection. When people decided to follow the way of 

Jesus, Paul and Barnabas would have celebrated the sacraments for 

these new Christians: baptism, confirmation, and yes, the Mass. As 

Paul and Barnabas moved from place to place, none of these 

communities immediately had resident priests, and there was no 

consistent schedule of Masses. There were no church buildings. It 

would have been much the same when the first Catholics and other 

Christians arrived here in Western Holt and Boyd Counties in the late 

1800’s. There were no church buildings, or schools. In fact, there were 

barely even towns in some areas. The early priests came to the area 

much like Paul and Barnabas as missionaries, serving multiple 

communities and bringing the good news to the pioneer settlers on 

foot, horseback, lumber wagon, train or stagecoach. It was only after 

many years of missionary activity that church buildings were built and 

parishes became established.  

The parish realignments that we are entering into on July 1st are the 

result of the significant decline in population over the past several 

decades. The population in the 17 “rural counties” that make up the 

Archdiocese of Omaha peaked in the mid-1930’s. Our current “rural 

population” is slightly under what it was in 1890. We have in some 

ways come full circle. Like Paul and Barnabas, Fr. Sund, Fr. Weeder, 

and I will once again become more like missionaries and begin “riding 

the circuit.” 

Pray for us priests, and for all of us at St. Joseph – Amelia, St. Joseph – 

Atkinson, Ss. Peter and Paul – Butte, Assumption – Lynch, St. Patrick – 

O’Neill, St. Mary’s – Spencer, and St. Boniface – Stuart, as we 

transition to new ways of being and doing Church. 

 

June 4 
7:00 pm - Catholic Daughters at KC Hall 

 
June 8 

ArchOmaha Unite—CHI Health Center in Omaha 
 

June 12 
8:00 pm - K of C Meeting at KC Hall 

 
June 13 

12:15 pm - Deanery Meeting at the Rectory 
7:00 pm - Father Flanagan League at SP 
7:30 pm - Altar Society Meeting in SMC 

 
June 15-21 

Totus Tuus at SP 
 

June 23 
3:00 pm - St. Joseph’s Centennial Mass 

5:00 pm - St. Joseph’s Centennial Dinner at 
the Chambers Community Center 

 
June 28-29 

Alumni Weekend 
 

July 19-21 
Steubenville Conference—Springfield, MO 

Ministry Schedules 
As we look at some changes in our mass 

schedules due to the re-alignment process for 

area parishes, I am asking you to please be 

patient with me in the scheduling process.  We 

do not have a “for sure” answer to when 

weekend masses will be, but I would like to be 

able to at least start that process.   Please let 

me know if you would prefer to ‘serve’ in your 

ministry area on Saturday evening or Sunday 

morning.  This includes those who are servers, 

musicians, ushers, greeters, EMHC, and 

lectors.  Also, as always, if you can let me 

know your scheduling conflicts for July-

September BEFORE June 19, that would be 

helpful.  Thank you!   

The Elementary Gym was recently refinished 
and is closed through mid-June. Please contact 
the School Office for more information. 

Reminder:  
The parish office will close at 1:00 
pm on Wednesday, July 3, and will 
remain closed July 4th and 5th in 
remembrance of Independence 
Day.   



         Newly Baptized 

                         
 Isaac Michael Nolan 

Son of Doug and Emily (Liewer) Nolan 
 

Jace Edward Jeffrey 
Son of Joseph & Tammy (Fick) Jeffrey 

 

Newly Married 
     

Victor & Norma Jimenez 

April 27, 2019 

 

Keith & Megan (Schneider) Jorgensen 
May 18, 2019 

 

In Loving Memory 
Florence Vandersnick 

May 2, 1930 - May 10, 2019 

 

Edgar J. “Jim” Boyle, Jr.  

July 24, 1953 - May 11, 2019 

 

Thomas Eugene Langan 

May 18, 1937 - May 18, 2019 

 

Mary Ann Schmit 

January 16, 1924 - May 19, 2019 

St. Patrick’s Altar Society 2019 
Scholarship Winners 

St. Patrick’s Altar Society has awarded a 
$250 scholarship to two graduating seniors. 
They are Julia Emme of O’Neill Public High 
School and Jacob Pongratz of St. Mary’s 
Catholic High School. 

Julia, daughter of Anthony and Rebecca 
Emme plans to major in business 
management at Northeast Community 
College in Norfolk. 

Jacob, son of David and Teresa Pongratz 
plans to attend South Dakota School of Mines 

& Technology,  majoring in chemical engineering.   

Source: Holt County Independent 

Congratulations to Wendell Spencer, CRNA, MHS, 
who was named Avera St. Anthony’s Nebraska CRNA 
Advocate Of The Year by the Nebraska Association of 
Nurse Anesthetists on April 27 in LaVista.  

Thank you for your generous donation 
($591.00) to the Boyd County Rural 
Water District #2 Disaster Fund. We 
are so grateful for people like you. 
The RWD #2 employees and board 
have spent numerous hours working 

on this project to ensure that it is done correctly and in 
the best interest of RWD #2. Modifications had to be 
made to the original contract, which resulted in an 
increase in expenses by an estimated $255,000 to the 
RWD. However, with people like you, we are confident 
we will reach our necessary goal. Estimated completion 
of the new line is May 28th.  

Total Amount Received as of May 8, 2019: $443,897.39 

Again, thank you,  

Boyd County RWD #2 Disaster Fund 

20 Truths to Remember 
 

1. Faith is the ability to not panic. 

2. If you worry, you didn’t pray. If you pray, don’t worry. 

3. As a child of God, prayer is kind of like calling home 

every day. 

4. Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not be bent out 

of shape. 

5. When we get tangled up in our problems, be still. God 

wants us to be still so He can untangle the knot. 

6. Do the math. Count your blessings. 

7. God wants spiritual fruit, not religious nuts. 

8. Dear God: I have a problem. It’s me. 

9. Silence is often misinterpreted but never misquoted. 

10. Laugh every day, it’s like inner jogging. 

11. The most important things in your home are the 

people. 

12. Growing old is inevitable, growing up is optional. 

13. There is no key to happiness. The door is always open. 

14. A grudge is a heavy thing to carry. 

15. He who dies with the most toys is still dead. 

16. We do not remember days, but moments. Life moves 

too fast, so enjoy your precious moments. 

17. Nothing is real to you until you experience it, 

otherwise, it’s just hearsay. 

18. It’s all right to sit on your pity pot every now and 

again. Just be sure to flush when you are done. 

19. Surviving and living your life successfully requires 

courage. The goals and dreams you’re seeking require 

courage and risk-taking. Learn from the turtle — it only 

makes progress when it sticks out its neck. 

20. Be more concerned with your character than your 

reputation. Your character is what you really are while 

your reputation is merely what others think you are. 
 

Author Unknown 



Newsletter Sponsors 
Would you (or your business) be willing to sponsor the 
cost of a monthly newsletter? We hear over and over 
how appreciated this communication is to our parish 
members, especially those who may not get to mass as 
often as they would like. You could sponsor this from 
your business, or in honor of a loved one, or even in 
memory of loved ones. It costs us approximately $175 
to send out this monthly newsletter. Please contact 
Jennifer at jmwallwey@archomaha.org or call 402-336-
1602. Thank you! 

The Catholic Faith. On Demand 
FORMED (www.stpatoneill.formed.org) On Demand is a 
subscription service offering access to thousands of 
studies, films, audios, and ebooks. Discover great 
digital media from over 40 of the best Catholic content 
producers. 

St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s have 
Flocknote! 

Flocknote is a communication tool that will allow us to 
keep you (our parishioners) 
updated on all the 
happenings such as 
cancellations and upcoming 
events. Some email 
addresses and cell phone 
numbers have already been 
added, but if you would like 
to sign up or update your 
information text 

StPatsOneill to 84576.  

Will you encounter Christ in 2019? 
Christians Encounter Christ (CEC) weekends will be 
held in Norfolk on the following weekends:  

Men: September 27-29, or November 1-3 

Women: October 18-20, or November 22-24 

* Call Fr. Starman, Kevin or Jodi Loecker, or Steve or 
Cathy Minchow for more information. 

JH/HS Girls Summer Saint Study  
 

Led by: Paige Gaughenbaugh, Kim Schneider, & Rylie 
Pistulka  

JH girls: Sundays @ 7:00pm—SMH Commons  

HS girls: Sundays @ 8:30pm—SMH Commons  

For more info, contact Paige (402-340-5139) or Kim 
(402-340-7225).  

 

 

“See what love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
may be called children of God.” -1 John 3:1 

At the core of our being is a desire for meaningful 
connection and authentic relationship. We long to love 
and be loved, but how often do we just feel lonely? 

As we search for ways to escape these feelings of 
isolation, there comes a small, quiet whisper that pierces 
through to the depths of our heart: “You are never alone, 
because you are Mine.” 

This summer, over 50,000 Catholic teens across North 
America will attend one of 24 Steubenville Youth 
Conferences to encounter the God who calls us His sons 
and daughters.  

From St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s, we have 21 students, 
and 6 adults attending Steubenville. Please keep them in 
your prayers. 

Thank you to the St. Joseph’s Altar 
Society for sponsoring the June-July 

newsletter for our parishes! 

Reverend Ron Wasikowski 

RETIREMENT FAREWELL 

St. Wenceslaus Parish invites you  

to celebrate 45 years of service and bid a retirement 
farewell to  

 

Fr. Ron Wasikowski 

Sunday, June 30th, 2019, 1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.,   

St. Wenceslaus Church Social Hall,  

15353 Pacific Street, 

Omaha, NE 681154 

 

Fr. Ron served St. Patrick's, 1985 to 1987. 

A reception (hors d'oeuvre fare) will be hosted by  

Catholic Daughters and The Guild.   

Contact the St. Wenceslaus Church office with questions 
(402) 330-0304. 



St. Patrick’s Parish Council  
03/20/19 Minutes Summary 

 

• In the future, if St. Mary’s and O’Neill Public are 
closed due to weather, there will be no 7 am Mass 

• Fr. Starman is formulating Mass times for all 5 
parishes with 3 full-time priests. Plan is to initiate 
new schedule in July. 

• Dcn. MJ reports that there are 35-37 who have 
attended Altaration. He will also begin a session in  
Butte on 3/21/19 with approximately 25 
attendees. 

• Alpha update from Dcn. MJ. Alpha is in its 2nd 
session with 26 attending.  

• The Parish Mission, The Art of Accompaniment was 
discussed. 

• Fr. Starman informs council that he will be 
gathering information to present to the Attorney 
General to be in compliance with the subpoenas 
received by the Parish and the school.  

• Fr. Starman emailed council an article for review: 
“White Paper on US Catholic Parish Management” 

 
Parish Council: Bryan Corkle, Wendell Spencer, Sue 
Pongratz, Brenda Hupp, Becky Dean, Fr. Starman, 
Nancy Berg, Tom Peter, Dcn. MJ Kersenbrock 
Others present: Fr. Sund 

Finance Committee Update  
03/27/2019 Minutes summary 

 

• The development report was distributed and reviewed.  
 -Development Budget information was reviewed. 
 -We have reached 97% of goal for the Seeing the 
 Present campaign 
 -An estate planning class was discussed 
 -Requests for grants and scholarships is coming soon 
 -Work is being done on getting St. Patrick’s on the 
 National Historic Register 

• The final portion of the Micanek estate arrived 

• Sunday giving—$514,200 year to date, $175,000 below 
full budget (all 12 months) for the year 

• Each Church will retain its own finance council. We will 
have a multi-parish council 

• Preliminary budget to be ready by Wed, April 10 to 
meet with committee 

• A discussion was held regarding stewardship and 
increasing ownership from the parish 

• Facility upgrades are needed for St. Mary’s schools 
(electrical, heating/cooling, sprinkler systems, etc). 
Updates will total approximately $2.8M.  

 
Finance Committee: Fr. Starman, Frosty Peetz, MJ 
Kersenbrock, Carol Sibbel, Kevin Barlow, Rebecca 
Gaughenbaugh, Randy Hupp, Ryan Berg, Matt Winkelbauer.  
Others present: Jennifer Wallwey and Cheleigh Sholes 

St. Mary’s Advisory Board Update 

04/15/19 Minutes Summary 
 

• There was no Pastor’s Report 

• The Principal’s Report was read 

• The idea of an “Adulting Fair” was presented 

• Cody presented a proposal for the 2019-2020 
school calendar. Changes were discussed:  

 -Grade School students will go 1/2 day on Dec. 
 19 with no school on Dec. 20 
 -The first quarter will end Oct. 18, third 
 quarter will end March 13.  

• The calendar was approved. 

• Suggested changes to the tardiness policy were 
discussed:  

 -Grade School - 5 tardies will equal 1 
 unexcused absence 
 -High School - 3 tardies will equal 1 unexcused 
 absence from school.  

• The Catholic Schools office is looking for stories of 
families that have been positively impacted by 
Catholic Education. Jennie has requested stories 
from 5 families at this time. 

 
 

St. Mary’s School Board: Fr. Starman, Cameron Everitt, 
Ranell Otte, Ann Crumly, Ann Krotter, Nancy Berg, 
Dave Pongratz, Nate Kelly  

Others present: Cody Havranek, Jennie Schneider, and 
Paula Atkeson THIS SUMMER REGISTER FOR AUTOMATIC GIVING 

In Our Prayers . . .  
Donna Cole, Cecilia Bazelman, Mary Boyle, Toby 
Kloppenberg, Michael Harvey, Ford Myrose, Lorraine 
Wabs, Mark Pribil, Ann Schneider, Jane Kiser, Dr. 
Wendell Sitz, Thomas Storjohann, Mary Jo Closson, Tom 
Davis, Michelle Bulau, Isaac Nolan, Laura Dugan, 
Theresa Dugan Dusatko, Jarrod Wiegman, Nathan 
Boyle, Autumn Matthews, Ryan Berg, and all those with 
long-term illnesses. 

If you would like someone added to the email/phone prayer list, 
please contact Norma Skjold, OCDS, at 336-3380 or 
norma.skjold@gmail.com . For prayer requests to be listed in 
the bulletin, please call the Parish Office at 336-1602.   








